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Amelia Street Cluster

Research into the original ownership of the houses which are now
numbered 1517, 1519 and 1521 Amelia Street and included in the "Amelia
Street Cluster" on page 82 of "This Old House", has indicated that all
three of these houses were built by Samuel Thomas Styles.

Earlier research by the Hallmark Society had linked the names of
E.C.Bour with #1517 and Thomas Deasy with #1521, however, these names
were likely taken from the City Directories of the time, as they do
not appear in the Tax Assessment Rolls. S.T.Styles was a contractor
who had a number of lots in the area and it would appear that he built
these houses and rented them.

History of Property:

1863/64

Subdivision of Five Acres Number V. Bordered by Cormorant,
Quadra, Pandora and Blanchard. Bisected by Farquhar and
Amelia.
Owners: No Styles listed.
Owners: Styles, George and Thomas. 1 lot on Amelia.
Admeasurement:25 x 84. Property assessed at:$250. No improvementf

1862/63

1864 Owners: Styles, George

Admeasurement:25 x 84.
" 80 x 45.
" 30 x 80.

and Thomas. 3 lots.
Pr0Pterty assessed at:$200'l Improvements

, "" :$300. J total:$900.
!' "" :$250. Tax: $9.

Owners: Styles, George. Amelia & Cormorant. Part of Sa.
Admeasurement:80 x 84.Property assessed at:$150.Improvements:$80C

Styles, Samuel T. Amelia & Cormorant.
Admeasurement:25 x 84. Property assessed at:$50.Improvements:$15C

Styles,Samuel T. Amelia and Farquhar.
Admeasurement:50 x 70. Property assessed at:$lOO.Improvements:$lC

Owners: Styles, George. As above:
80 x 84. Property assessed at:$150.Improvements:$8C
24 x 84. " " ": $50. " $15

Note: There seems to have been some confusion over these lots,
as Samuel's name is shown against the 80 x 84 one,but George's

"Of all national assets archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one generation to another and the extent of
our care of them marks the extent of our civilization."

1869

1872/73

THE CANADIAN ARCHIVl::S & ITS ACTIVITIES, ARTHUR G. DOUGHTY, 1924.
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Amelia Street Cluster

History of Property (cont'd.):

1872/73 <cont'd.) name was written in beside it.

Page 2

Owners: Styles, Samuel T. 'As above:

50 x 70. Property assessad at;$100.Improvements;$200.

The Tax Assessment Rolls show a continued accumulation of property in
this area by Samuel T. Styles, until in:the records for 1892 - 1905, he
was listed as the owner for seven lots or parts of lots.

Note: Obituary for Samuel Thomas Styles:

\ PIONEER CONTRACTOR~ . . .

DIED" THIS' .'MORNING
. '.. :: .' . .' I
S, T.· Styles Was Formerly One.

of'Leadi ng Contractors"
(~. in the City

,. ,

o,

". SamUel Thomll3 Stvles dIed· ·a~· ·an
o:,arly hour thIs morntne at the fatn!ly
restdence, 'i519 Amllila street. He' was
~,ne of the oldest' pioneer restdents of
the clt·y.· . .
··Mr. Styles was' born In Eghan, .Eng-

. land; 69 years ago and came to Vlc-
tor ia at about the age oi 2!).,.It was In
the daya oC the. sailing vMsels' aoo loR.
Stylea often recounted tales oC the
btormy passage around the H~m.
~hortly after his arrival !)e-entwi!.d ·In-
l., r,arln~r"hlp wlth'the late J';hn Xltal:<-
mun und started one oC the very f1rMt
i-ulldlng and contracttng firm!! In 'Brf-
t.i"h Culumbla. Mr. St¥lcs undertook
the construction of many ot the oldest
1,ulldlng!<In the provInce, among them
lhe, perutenttary at New. West~mlnster.
tho' naval buildings at ESQulrnalt and
.l numbcr of nthera In VIctoria.
'Villi" ncllvcly ell/-:llgl'U 'In bUKln~I\"

h(' nlwaYK took a; great interest In civic
at'falrs and was for a number oC years
an alderman In thl!! city. After a ~ery
r.ueeessful business. career he retired
twenty years ago. . .. . .' ....
Th~ late Mr. Styl!'/! 18 lIuTvlvC'd by n

dalllrhlC'T, MrH. }<"rnnl( Hebl, or Vlctorlu.:
thrP.o brother", R. J. RtYI,,". Victoria;
J. H. Styles, or Oakland •.Cal.; and 'VII-
Ilarn styles, ot London, Eng. His' wife
'and one 80n were among those' drown-
ed some thIrtY-five years 'ago wh~il the
stl'a.mship Paclllc went down. x .
The funeral has been arranced to

toke place on Sunday at 2.45 o'clock
r""m tho houxn, and nrte~n mtnuto«
In.t..r 'at tho nctornrod" EJ'IIilUlpn.l
"hUTCh. The Rev. T. ·W. Gladstone will

*Nov.4,1875
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