CITY
ARCHIVES

(604) 385-5711, Local 372

Date: May 9, 1989
Researcher: Jean Macdonald

1317 Arm Street

Original Legal Description

Lot 13, -5ectiona 5. Vic, West

Admeasurement: 60' x 120'

Historvy of Property

Note:

913
1914

915 10
1947

1949

This request for designation was submitted too late for
allocation of time for research in the Archives.

June 25th. Building Permit. Value: $3,150.

Vacant. City Directory
Howeyer ,under names, Joshua Smith is listed as residing
at L3317 Arm Strecet,

Owner: Joshua Smith

Joshua Smith was an engineer. In 1915 he is listed as
being employed at B.C.Pottery Co. Ltd., which manufactured
sewer pipes. He was ther until 1918, when he was the chief
engineer at Cameron Lumber Company. In 1921 he was with
the Victoria Steam Laundry, which by 1928 was the New
Method Laundry. By 1947 he was retjired, and still lived
in the house with his wife,;AgneaZiﬁg;ﬁii

ipJatscing
Owner: Martin E. Doyle

He was a Commander in the Royal Canadian Navy.

Note: In this Directory, Joshua and Agnes Smith are
Tisted as living at 1323 Arm Street, which is next door
te lali. :

ag) () ModtinE Doyl (M’”7 ) tonde RCN h (33

“Of all national assets archives are the most precious; they are the gift of one generation to another and the extent of
our care of them marks the extent of our civilization.”

THE CANADIAN ARCHIVES & ITS ACTIVITIES, ARTHUR G. DOUGHTY, 1924.



Wednesday, July 30, 2003

Victoria Heritage Foundation

From: Mary Genest [marygenest@hotmail.com)]
Sent:  Sunday, June 29, 2003 9:01 PM

To: jennellbarr@telus.net

Subject: Re: 1317 Arm

Dear Jennifer - Your writeup regarding the Smith family home is correct - my mother's baptismal name was Brigit but
her friends called her Agnes which I think originated when she was working in Seattle. I don't seem to have any
pictures of the entire house other than a photocopy. When visiting Victoria a year ago I visited the old home and was
so very dis-appointed. to see how the gardens surrounding the house have been so neglected. For a heritage home |
should think the garden at least could be in better shape. If I come across any pictures I will send them to you. Mary

>book.

>Jennifer Barr 250-389-1864

>1317 Arm St 1913

>Joshua & Bridgit Agnes Smith

>This 1s a large two-storey front-gabled Craftsman house with several popular
>Edwardian features such as wide eaves, finials on stucco and half-timbered
>gable-ends, first-floor drop siding and shingle on the second floor, and a
>gabled front-entry porch. It has a wall dormer on each side, the right one

>over a recessed balcony. Note the old concrete wall at front of property in
>archival photo. Building and plumbing permits for the house were taken out
>in June 1913, and it was valued at $3,150. The Smiths enclosed the porch
>with windows very early on.

>Joshua Smith was born in 1876 in Lahard, County Cork, Ireland, of Irish
>farmers (the name was originally Smyth) and came to BC about 1900 with the
>Royal Navy. He settled in Esquimalt, and bought his way out of the navy
>about 1904. He was an engineer, employed in 1913 at BC Pottery Co, then as
>chief engineer with Cameron Lumber Co. By 1921 he was working for Victoria
>Steam Laundry, which became New Method Laundry, where he worked until
>retirement about 1947.

>Bridgit Agnes Collins was bom at Six Mile Bridge, County Clare, Ireland in
>1873. In 1898 she joined her sisters in Bayonne, New Jersey. She came to
>Victoria as a nanny with the Robinson family from Montreal, when her
>employer became a BC provincial minerologist. Bridgit then went to Seattle
>as a cook, came back for a visit, and met Joshua in Esquimalt. They were
>married in 1904 in St Joseph's Naval Church (where their son Cornelius was
>married in 1929). Bridgit was active in St Mary's Catholic Church on
>Langford St, which was demolished in the 1920s, and then Queen of Peace
>Church on Esquimalt Rd. Daughters Esther Speller and Mary Genest were both
>married in Queen of Peace. Bridgit died in 1960.

>About 1949 Joshua and Agnes moved next door to a new house they had built at
>1323 Arm. Joshua left Arm St in 1961 and moved between his three children,
~here and in Vancouver with his daughters, wintering in California with
>Cornelius. In 1962, Joshua and Esther went to Ireland, Joshua's only trip

>back to his homeland, as Agnes had never wanted to return. By the time of
>his death at 103 in 1979, Joshua was living in the seniors' home, Douglas
>House, at 50 Douglas St. He was 4th degree Knights of Columbus and a charter
>member of Knights of Columbus Council No.1256.

>In 1949 the new owners were Commander Martin E. Doyle of the Royal Canadian

7/30/03
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