z 1 ost respecied ONE, tm
since the day somewhere
n Ch:i s ‘Alexander came’ with

:rm !.I'ZT'L}‘ BOOK, i,uy,Lt]wr with the compass, helpe«! guide eﬂt‘ﬂ[ﬁnv Alexamler family ‘across the
plains and micuntzing of America.

wiscly, he moved out to Saapich the same year
and. bought a farm near Sha'jy Creek, He and his
family continued to farm in the district for the
“mext 33 years, and it was during ihis time that
Charles was one of the chief supporters and pro-
‘moters of the old Shady Creek Methodist Church.
“Indeed, -he “actively worked in the building of it,
and-was one-of 1ts first preachers. The Shady

smh name.. 'mc one wh:c]
build was on the other side of
irace of it has now disappeared.
However, T believe it was' i
for both burch an

plot, is & plaque to ithe
‘His wife, Nancy, alo:ng W'l
Wandsring
spring ‘sunshine, one |
past, -and : despit the sprm,,:song Gf the birds
an_d the "phe_ cal




516 do 6l the bxﬂ-eﬁn_g.-ﬂ.nd. buy-

Angof supplies,-as well as to make cut the menus.
" Filom the Liifle boy. whose first' batch of cookies
were so hard that thoy neasly broke a'pole when
they were thrown out, Harold Alexander had

come along way!
Lodking back now, he recalls some of the fa-
vorlic dishes he made in Jis fime as chief. chef.
From dim; T lesrned bow he went about muking
Trog’s legs, using only bulltrogs from

Tk was, of course, delegaied lo

but certain items he always han-

Among these was the malking of

ne soup, which he {olls me, reached per-

L afiey eontinuous siow beiling had rendered

stock a Tick deep clear Lrown. Afier strain.

: + the soup world be served with small squares
of foast deeorated with parsley floating on tip.

~Harold was also responsible for making ol the

rul d on the ship. Another tliing he neve

taft handle was a imigie delicacy of his—

e eookitp Gf hafns in a special sauce of red
agar, To hesr hi i e

hady Oreek

culinary masterpiece ds to - m
water!. b ;e

Although Harold: gave iip i rovifig. 1
his fathedTall sick with cancer;He never
Indeed, he tells me that he and’ his: sister
the only members of #he Tamily 5 Ternain sinele.
and now they-are the only two of his Trnmedial
family who are still alive, - ik

Nineteent years ago, Harold Mlexander Sutfered
a cruel afflietion with the loss of bis sipht, Tais
fo 2 man, who has aiways loved nature was &
hurd blow. I think,"” he says, "I would rather by
far have lost hearing and speech:than my sight.
There is 50 much that is berutiful and now T chn:
anly remember it."” g i

‘As Harold sits and remembers, he also réealls o
many events of childhood, such as the i0 cenis
pocket money each of the ohildren got. Hell of i&
usedt o go on candy, and the other half, he' thinics, &
was usually spent on a visit tn the old Bijou on
Johason Slveet, o fhe Colianing o ihie Romans
on Government. ;

Wonderful childhood meniories, with ‘a bagi
wand Jook also to that grand old man — Charles
Alexander, who steersd his small family to sadety

freedom well 100 years ago. i ]
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1 Name:

~ Nancy Alexander

Date:
1912 3 20 (Yr/MolDay)

Place

Victoria

Age: Event:
78 Death

Reg. Number: 3
1912-09-027631 Copy Available
Microfilm #:

B13082 {(GSU # 1927202)






" HR. wD. msr OEARLES a;.'zxamag; -

1dsnts or aﬁ. Lou 4 Me.,
Alexwﬂ&ar hui t and pen & griss mill ror

fi- Piag o the gold discoveries in bexxro“nia,'ns daeidau

0 try his luck 4in thermines. In company with his young wife

: : n, four friends, and & guide, they erossed the

1 a van drawn by a four yocke bullock tsam. By way-of
nt road, Platte river, Sweet-water river, Pacifie .
*altrLake road, and Bumboldt river, erossing many

-streams on rafts they reachsd their p¥oposed destins
Lon uring that long and dangerous. journay, they encountered
y*harﬂahips,ﬂand kad many narrow eseepes from the Indlans, who
‘sobhed the party of gattle and other balongings. ‘Mr. Hullinback,
©n6 of the party, fouand 1t necessary to shdot twentv-two Indisns,
Mhig quisted them for awhile, After recaching California tired
and foot- sore, from their four months jaurney, lr. Aloxander
werkad in taa gold mines for awhile.

s g dissatisfisd heileft Galifornis on the ship
Gregon on July-lst 1858 for vxcmaria, fTinding it to be an in-

FRAt tens-gasacel ciiy reaoning .-.\i.um dames Hay< 90 Bastion S,
Alexander made his home on the siYs now coouniad by the
0 ¥y 06y itores; In search for the becutiful - rallow
- 1861 he trisd hie luck once again 1n the ?resar Rivar
qﬁaﬂﬁ there met with aJeeeas.




16_ and c*ther be‘" zigmga. My Hull !z‘be;r-k







lack History Month - 2000 Page 1 of |

February 20: PLAQUE COMMEMORATING THE ARRIVAL OF VANCOUVER
ISLAND'S FIRST BLACK SETTLERS

On February 20™, Heri tage Canada will present a plaque commemorating the arrival of Vancouver
Island's first Black settlers over 140 years ago. Surviving members of these founding families will be on
hand for the ceremony. The plague will reside at Shady Creek United ChurchThe church was built by
the Alexanders, one of the Island's first Black families.

hitp://www islandnet.com/~bcbhas/bhmonth.htm " 13/10/2006
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