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THE BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING - REFINED
HOME TO VICTORIA'S ECONOMIC EXPANSION

Situated in Bastion Square are certain buildings that were
instrumental to the economic growth of early Victoria. The
building that was home to one of Victoria's most dynamic
economic catalysts was the Board of Trade Building. Al-
though the building itself was not actually opened until
t 893, the concept of forming a Victoria Chamber of Corn-
merce began in September of 1861.

The actual founding of the organization occurred on Feb-
ruary 9th, 1863 and its first major responsibility was to bring
together an armed escort to accompany gold shipments
from the Caribou. The Commerce rapidly began extending
Its duties beyond purely local mercantile affairs. The 150
members, some of whom were manufacturers, bankers,
merchants, and professional men, discussed many goals
Important to the economic expansion of a port city like
Victoria. In 1878, the Chamber of Commerce changed ItS
name to the Board of Trade. In 1920 this body reverted Its
name back to the Chamber of Commerce.

The Transportation of goods to and from Vancouver Island
was a major concern to the Boafd of Trade and accordmgly
the organization helped to Improve steamer service beqm-
nlng in 1881 with the inauguratton of the Anacortes Ferry. At
this time Victoria was Canada's third largest cargo port, a
fact which helped in the effort to Improve navigational aids
through tho QOArd'~ reprcs<"ntation in OU8 .......a Thi$ mtorcc-
tron with Ottawa produced the construction of the Ogden
POint breakwater for harbour protection and for the provi-
sion of berthing large cargo vessels in the outer harbour

Later projects undertaken by the Board of Trade Included
building the Empress hotel as well as Its additions, bnnglng
about the Swartz Bay ferry run dunnq the 1960·s. changing
the status of Victona College to the Umversity of vrctona,
construe ling underground wIring In the downtown area and
construcltng Centennial Square

In 1891 the Board decided to construct a building In order
to provide office space and other facilities required by the
Board The initial capital was raised by seiling 500 shares of
$100 each from the formation of a Joint stock company With
members of the Board taking up shares which would be
redeemable at par An additional 1000 shares worth $100
each were arranged through the incorporation of the B.C.
Board of Trade BUilding Association. Surplus funds of the
Board were to be applied each year to redeeming the build-
ing association shares until It was wholly owned by the
Board.
The plans for the buildinq were drawn by architect Max-

well Muir. The site at the corner of Bastion Street and
Helmcken Alley was favoured because it overlooked both
the city and the Inner Harbour. Local excitement in anticipa-
tion of the large structure was evident in a newspaper
headline which described the prospective building as
'Towering To The Sky'. In September of t 892 the corner-
stone was laid by President Hall and the contractors,
Dinsdale and Burns.

Although the Board occupied the premises as early as
February of 1893, the official opening was not until May. At
the ceremony, the Board of Trade burgee. a long, blue-
bordered flag with Board of Trade in red on white was raised
on its staff above the structure. The ceremonial dinner was
held that evening in the large dining room of the Driard
Hotel.

The four storey structure built of brick and Saturn a Island
granite contained suites of offices in the main and upper
floors, a kitchen, pantries, a grill room and a wine sampling
room in the basement. A spacious stairwell on the east side
complemented an elevator located on the west side. It has a
frontage of 42 feet on Bastion Square and 180 feet on
Helmcken Alley

The general style is that of the free Italian of the Renais-
sance period. Mr. Muir's familiarity with both the High Victori-
an eclectic style and Richardsonian Romanesque is evident
in the facade's decorative elements. The beautiful light form
of the overall architecture ISbrought out in all its detail by the

graceful front elevation The building is divided symmetncal-
Iy into two tight bays flanking either side of a broad central
bay The vertical Impression of the four pilasters is Impeded
by a different style at every storey The treatment of the
windows also differs at each level.

The entrance at the left, set In the Saturna granite is a
Hrchardsonian-type archway and is flanked by two short
Doric columns and a band of organic ornamentation. At the
third floor level is another band of floral ornamentation run-
ning across the facade. The cornice, done in glavanized iron
and brick, is an elaborate repetition of the fourth storey
string patterned relief work. Originally a lookout tower
adorned the roof.

In 1971 the architectural firm of Peterson and Lester drew
up plans to modernize the building for commercial business.
At that time it had stood empty for some years: prior to the
mid 1960's it was occupied by Heaney's Moving and Stor-
age. Great skill was shown by Peterson and Lester in updat-
ing the building without defacing the original facade.

Today. the building is occupied by the B.C. Ministry of
Forests. The interior however has not been refurbished to
retain much of the original atmosphere. The only evidence of
the original materials are the few walls in the main hallways
that still show the original brickwork. A modern metal stair-
well goes up from the basement to the fourth storey in the
northeast corner. On the whole the age-old atmosphere of
the interior has been concealed.

Outside, the original brick archway over the alley remains.
A short mezzanine has been added over this arch level with
the first floor which leads to the side entrance of the
neighbouring building.

The Board of Trade building no longer 'towers above' but
is among other prominent historical buildings in Bastion
Square. None the less, its importance in Victoria's history
and its intriguing aesthetic impact will continue to make it a
long standing significant landmark.
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New ML 88170 WESTERN COMM $89.000
One of the few heritage homes of the area, this
one has been well preserved. Ornate leaded
glass, rich mahogany panelling, hardwood
floors. handcrafted stairway and more. J 800 sq.
ft .. 4 bedrooms and only 589.000.
I....Bjola 595-2233
NEWPORT REALTY

New ML 88007 I.C.&I. $16.000
Top notch beauty salon with large clientele. Two
buses at the door. Three operators that will stay
on commission. One operator new era styhst
with young clientele. One operator a color tech-
nician on cellophanes - new color hues - busi-
ness growing daily - good return on investment
- lease - Asking only $16,()(X).
Vivian Roberts 598-7828
ROYAL TRUST CORP. 477-0191
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