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Government gives brew-pub SUds green light -
By Andrew A. Duffy
Times Colonist staff

Getting a grip on a bottle of Pandora's or Doc Had-
field's Pale Ale may be as easy as walking into your local
liquor store or cold beer and wine outlet this summer.

Small Business Minister Ian Waddell announced
Monday that brew pubs -like Swans and Spinnakers,
respective brewers of the aforementioned ales - will
now be allowed to sell their beer in liquor.stores, cold
beer and wine stores and licensed establishments.

It was an announcement a decade in coming for brew
pub pioneers Michael Williams and Paul Hadfield who
have been lobbying government for the right to sell their
wares off premiscs. "It's terrific," said Williams, "I just
wonder why did they wait so long. But the main thing
is we now have the right to do it."

Williams, owner of Swans, started the process in 1990.
The mantle was picked up by Hadfield, owner of Spin-
nakers, in 1995. Hadfield took the issue to court and won
a ruling at the Supreme Court in November. But it was-
n't until a lengthy review of that decision, in order to pro-
vide a regnlatory impact statement for the government,
that Waddell opened the door for the brew pubs.
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Paul Hadfield of Spinnakers can now sell his
products in liquor outlets, cold-beer stores.

Hadfield, who believes the regulation has been the cause
of a lack of growth in the industry.

Waddell says the delay was necessary in order for his
ministry to examine what the impact would be on the
craft brewers and "big guys" like Labbatt and Molson.

He suggested the brew pub market - 18 in the
province producing 1.2 million I~es of beer, about 0.5

per cent of the beer consumed - would have little
impact on the large breweries, despite their vocal and
incessant opposition to the decision.

"A lot of it was much ado about nothing," Waddell
said. "I think this decision will benefit consumers because
there will be more choice (on the market)."

He also said it could aid local tourism, pointing out
the Ale Trail - a popular tour of local brew pubs and
microbreweries tailored for beer lovers - as a prime
candidate for expansion.

Waddell says he has heard the concerns of craft brew-
ers and has instructed his officials to work with that
industry to maintain its vibrancy.

"I don't want to put them out of business," he said.
Spinnakers already has seven applications for listing

in front of the Liquor Distribution Bnmch, and WillianlS
says his operation will soon follow suit. Both hope to
I)ave their products in stores by the sununer.

Hadfield, who is a passionate believer in the brew
pub industry, hopes this will open the door for new brew
pubs inVictoria and the province as a whole. "This may
encourage people," he said. "But I don't know who in
Victoria may have becn waiti.ng for something like thi~.
We'll have to fait and see who's out there." '.I
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