
THE HALLMARK SOCIETY
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4 May 1'388

To: Mayor and Coun i~¥ rj~y of Victoria
Subject: the John Nichols House, 634 Avalon Road

The Nichols
subject of
Committee to

house (c.1890), a designated heritage building, is
a recommendation by the City's Heritage Advisory
pet"mit extensive addition and alt~yation.

T~le Hallmark Society strongly opposes this recommendation, for
the following reasons:

1. The City's own heritage inventory, This Old House, describes
the John Nichols house as Iia key building. . ~ a Victorian
Italianate cottage [in a condition] remarkably unaltered from its
original form. II T~,eye is no information to show that these facts
have changed. The house is still a key building at the corner of
two of t~le earliest recognized heritage streetscapes in Victoria;
it is still "remarkably unaltered" and significant as a rare
example of its kind and size of Victorian ~louse.

2. The designation
purchased the house.
tion and had no cause
considerable exterior

was in place before the
The present owner was aware
to believe that designation
changes in the building.

present owner
of tt,e designa-
would allow for

3. The owner's need for more space is not a compelling reason to
permit such changes; if it is, then most owners of designated
buildings could giv¤~ similar re.asons. Nor is the designation a
special hardship: many owners find that they have to move in
order to gain more space, because, for e>-:ample, they cannot bui l d
further on their lot-size.

4. The Nichols house is important as an example of a modest,
working-class Victorian cottage. If t~,e proposed alterations are
permitted, no matter how well-designed they are, the house will
nc~ longer be a modest cottage; it will lose its distinctiveness,
which is largely owing to its shape and scale.

5. The alterations, if permitted, would call into question the
effect of the designation, would the added wing of the house also
be designated? If so, would the Victoria Heritage Foundation
have to consider a restoration grant application to install, for
instance, a new cedar roof on non-original parts of the building?

6. In general, we see designation as protection of buildings which
the City deems important, not merely another kind of design
review.
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