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Rest home open house
to counter demonstration
Residents of a James Bay retire-

ment home will have an open house on
Saturday afternoon to counter a dem-
onstration held last Sunday by James
Bay homeowners.
Sunday's march in the Battery

Street area was in support of retain-
ing family neighborhoods and herl-
tage homes in James Bay.
It was sparked by a plan by deve-

loper and nursing home owner John
Hanrahan to demolish two homes on
Battery Street to extend his Niagara
Street nursing home.
Initially Hanrahan said the 138

residents in his James Bay facilities
would hold their own demonstration.
That idea was scrapped in favorof the
open house, with invitations to all the
neighbors.
"We love our neighbors. Why

should we march on them?" Hanra-
han said.

"We shouldn't have this sort of
confrontation. If the city decides to
freeze the whole area (with a blanket
heritage development permit desig-
nation) I will simply move to another
area."
The open house will be held at

Douglas House, 50Douglas St., and it
is likely there will also be signs
such as "One day you might need a
rest home," Hanrahan said.
Five people on Battery Street and

Niagara Street have recently offered
to sell their homes to Hanrahan.
Three offers were made this week, he
said.
Hanarahan owns 648 Battery St.

and has offered to sell it if any of the
people wanting to save the house will
come up with $100,000.The house is on
the heritage registry but is not desig-
nated.
Tonight city council will consider an

application by Hanrahan for a demo-
lition permit Onthe house.
The stalf recommendation is for

work on the house to be put on
hold for 30days and the application to
be considered by the heritage advi-
sory committee.
In a report to council, planning

officer Brian Sikstrom said: "Council
may wish to advtse the owner that any
rezoning of this site is contrary to
council's land use policies for the
area."
Hanrahan said this week he has also

made an offer on 6~2Battery St. and
he has others pending.
The nursing homes, retirement

homes and serviced apartments for
elderly people provide jobs in the area
and as they are private. no govern-
ment grants are needed, Hanrahan
said.


