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648 Battery Street was built for John Hall in about 1907.

Mr. Hall purchased this lot and the one backing onto it at 655 Niagara Street
in 1890 or 1891. The ltalianate style house on Niagara Street which was
recently demolished (1984?) was occupied by the Hall family until 1907 at which
time they moved to Battery Street.

~-.

648 Battery Street was probably built by George C. Mesher (see attached plumbing
plan for signature) " •.. a local architect who, in partnership with his son,
buil t up one of the largest building and contracting finns in the region"
(from This Old House, p. 21). Mr. Mesher constructed almost all the small
shingle-style cottages along Paddon Avenue most of which have been designated
heritage structures. 648 Battery Street which is located at the head of
Paddon Avenue was the first shingle-style house to be built on Battery Street
and is the largest full-shingle-style house in the neighborhood.

Mr. John Hall served as an aldennan for the City of Victoria for the years
1892, 1895, 1897, 1898, 1900 and 1901. He played a significant role in the
develoµrent of the area as he apparently advanced money to many of his neighbors
enabling them to build their homes.

The Hall family continued to occupy 648 Battery Street until 1955.

(The above information was supplied by Mr. John Adams)

98407-15-471

VICTORIA, B.C.
[Mr. & Hrs. John Hall in the backyard of

648 Battery Street] / photographer unknown

1 photograph: b&w; 8.75 x 13.75 cms. --

1 copy negative: b&w; 6.25 x 7.5 cms. - -

[V.C.A. 1984 August / HH]

1. Hall, John - Family

2. Victoria: Streets - Battery St .
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Name Age Occupation

36 GentlemanHall,John

Gender
Marital Status

Male
Married

Relationship to Head Head of
Household

Employer No

Wage Earner No

Hands Employed o

Birthplace Location

United
States

Band
Religion

Father's
Birthplace
Mother's
Birthplace
French
Canadian
Infirmities

Victoria City Johnson
Street Ward (4 b-1)

Not applicable
AnglicanlEpiscopalfC
ofE
England

England

No

Blank or None
Unemployed No Floors/Rooms 217
Building/Construction HouselWood Record census.1891 :19018
Comments None

Hall,Ellen
Kate

Gender
Marital Status

30 Homemaker

Female
Married

England

Band
Religion

Relationship to Head Wife of Head Father's
Birthplace

Employer No

Wage Earner No

Hands Employed o

Mother's
Birthplace
French
Canadian
Infirmities

Victoria City Johnson
Street Ward (4 b-1)

Not applicable
Ang\icanlEpiscopal/C
ofE
England

England

No

Blank or None
Unemployed No Floors/Rooms 217
Building/Construction HouselWood Record census.1891 :19006
Comments None

Hall, 2
Kathleen M

Elliot, John 34
G

None or England Victoria City Johnson
Unknown I _~w~--p!:;j?J~1! (t ~)
None or ~gland I~o'lrnson
Unknown Street Ward (4 b-1)

Father's
Birthplace
Mother's
Birthplace
French
Canadian

Hands Employed 0 Infirmities Blank or None

Unemployed No Floors/Rooms 2f7
Building/Construction HouselWood Record census.1891 :17574

Gender
Marital Status

Male
Single

Relationship to Head Boarder or
Lodger

Employer No

Wage Earner No

http: Marchal,
Alice

17 Servant
(female)

Band
Religion

Not applicable
Anglican/Episcopal/C
ofE
England

England

No

Family

117

117

117

117

Page I of2

England Victoria City Johnson
Street Ward (4 b-1)

117
b-l&n... 17/1112004
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4 Niagara St

02/02127 Hall, Ellen, f, head, m, 23 Jun 1861,40, ENG, to Can: 1891, CEo
02102128 Hall, Jno., m, husband, m, 26 Apr 1856, 45, USA, to Can: 1861, CE, Gentleman.
02102129 Hall, Kathleen M., f, dau, s, 3 Feb 1899, 12, ENG, to Can: 1891, CEo
...... Rems; Age & year born as entered. MR: William Wardle, 26, mechanical engineer, r,Victoria, b.Wetberby,
YKS, ENG, CE, S.O. Edwin Wardle, mechanical engineer & Felicite Cavaye mar Kathleen Muriel Hall, 24, r.Victoria,
b.NIT, ENG, CE, d.o. John Hall & Kate Elliot, 28 Jan 1914, Oak Bay. MR: Herbert Handel Vinall, musician, 27,
bach., SArm, r.Oak Bay Ave, b.Winnipeg, MB, 8.0. Frank Vinall, b.Brighton, ENG & Sadie Jane Hodge, b.Marl<ham,
ON mar Kathleen Muriel Wardle, musician, divorced, 31, Aug, r.Monteray & Oak Bay Ave, b.NIT, ENG, d.oJohn
Hall, b.San Francisco, CA, USA & Ellen Kate Elliott, b.ENG, 2 May 1925, Victoria.
02/02130 Kenn, Chinese, m, servant, S, don't know, ", CHN, to Can: -, Bud, Servant,

Hall, John, Niagara St, Gentleman, Vice l~q1>V~! ~
Hall. John. 82 Pandora st, Doctor medicine, Vice·

http://www.rootsweb.com/--canbc/1901vic_cenldiv02ld02pOl.htrn 6/25103

http://www.rootsweb.com/--canbc/1901vic_cenldiv02ld02pOl.htrn
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Victoria Divorces vol.4 p. Pag6

Vol. 4 Pages 225; v.5, p.35, 37 Petitioner: wife
Wardle William Cavaye and Hall Kathleen Muriel
Married 28 Jan 1914 at Oak Bay, BC Dissolved: 16 Sep 1924
Remarks: Filed 17 Ju11923.
MR: William Wardle, 26, mechanical engineer, r,Victoria, b.Wetherby, YKS, ENG, CE, s.o.
Edwin Wardle, mechanical engineer & Felicite Cavaye mar Kathleen Muriel Hall, 24,
r.Victoria, b.NTT, ENG, CE; d.o. John Hall & Kate Elliot, 28 Jan 1914, Oak Bay.
MR: Herbert Handel Vinall, musician, 27, bach., SAnn, r.Oak Bay Ave, b.Winnipeg, MB,
s.o. Frank Vinall, b.Brighton, ENG & Sadie Jane Hodge, b.Markham, ON mar Kathleen
Muriel Wardle, musician, divorced, 31, Ang, r.Monteray & Oak Bay Ave, b.NTT, ENG,
d.o.John Hall, b.San Francisco, CA, USA & Ellen Kate Elliott, b.ENG, 2 May 1925,
Victoria.
DR!: William Wardle,S Mar 1969, 82, Victoria.
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Pet iti oner

-ena-

WILLI Ail CAV.l.Yl'1 W.U'lDL1>"
Respondent

CitAMBERS,

TlmSDA'!t~e 17th day of July, 1923.

this day and UrDU near-Lng Mr. J. B. Clearillue of

aouns.1 for the plaintiff, .u1lJ UPONreading the

summons herein dated the 14tl1 day of July 1923

and the affid~vit of Willia",T. straith sworn

the 13th day of July 1923 and filed herein,

Al.'"W 1]1l0N he.u.rinB wn.rt We!.S alleged b;9 counsel

as aforesaid.

IT IS ORD'Vm that the tiroe for

enteT1ng an appenranoe by the respondent to

the oitation ~ere1nbe extended to siX weeke.
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