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First United Chureh, shiown abave,
with special services conducted

Started in Colonial Days
Church Has Anniversary

A speciel anniversary serviee to.
day wili mark the 27th annlversary
of First United Church, sticcessor 1o

he oldest Preshyterian Church west
of Winnipeg,

The service wiil be conducted by
Rev, Moir J, A. Waters, recently in-
stalled minister, who takes his place
In the line of ministers of fihe
chureh that stretches back %o Co-

- 1860, Vicloria had suddenly

i into  town of some 6,000 in

which tents and buildings stood side

¥ side as the city was mushroomed

nto Iviportance as a supply dentre
for the Frasér River gold rush,

{ralsed ta build the new chireh then

R

—Caiciiat Fhots.
marking 87th anniversary todsy
Moty 1. A, Waters.

is
by Rev,

repaire were under way the congre-
gatlon held services in the Brough-
ton Street Hall and for a short time

in the old Temperance Hall,

By 1804, Rev. Donnld Fraser had
replaced Mr, Gawbie, and on his
death Rev, John Campbell became
pastor and hegan his 20-year min.
istry at the church, 2

It was In 1913, when Rev. John
Inkster took over, that it was re-
alized that the church cn Blanshard
Street had becoms too smell and
ihe present lot at the corner of
Quadra and Baimoral Streets was
purchased, 7
The - 30,000 mortgage that was

was inally discharged in 1936,
JOIN UNITED ‘CHURCH

id ‘thiree years Iater, In|;
i of the . on
to joln the Unlted Chureh of
Canada in & momentous elect]
" Since Dr. ¥

During - the - period ‘between- ‘Nr,

% Mc!;efod's:denartu:e and ‘Mr. Wat-
;| €55 arrival, Rev, ‘Wilson onee sgain

took an active part in ‘the’ ministiy

of the church,
WO

H.
teceeded by
802, the same

1 Saptember 4, b

i vestry




.

irthday Ann

iversary Sunday

Golonist Feb.s,19
‘E'-je S 2
rarst

- B L3
Rev. Sha
To Be Gue

One of Victoria's oldes
anniversary Sunday, when
United Church gathers for

Rev. Shaun Herron of Wey.
urn, Sask, will be guest
[preacher ‘at both the marning
;a_a'ngi -evéning seryices, Congre.
.gatlon of Metropolitan United
[Church will attend the eveniny
‘service: . . s T

Actually,  the birthday i
being célebrated late, It was
i on Feb, 3 1862, that 14 men
and two women et to fop. |
mally organize the congrega-

e
4

Cornerstone Laid

In: 1863, corner sione of ‘a|
new church at the corner of
Blanshard Street and Pandora
Avenue " was  Jaid by Chief
Justice David. Canmieron, and
the church was opened and
dedicated that ‘November,
_Rev/ Thomas Somerville,
gecond. minister- of the chuich,
quarrelled with the congrega-
lion in 1866 and resigned to
organize the con

- | servance

United 9

L1

special services,

-{bration. Tickets’ may- be pur-

+10,

ad
*

n Herron

st Speaker

es ma:l'ks its 98th
e congregation of First

t church
th

tion of what was {hen the;
First Presbyterian Church o
Vancouver Island.-

Rev, John Hall, former mis-
slonary ‘of -the Preshyterian
Church in Ireland, conducte
those . first services, held in
Moore's Hall, upstairs at the
corner of Yates and Langley
Strects, It was to be ihe Iirst
of three locations,

grew steadily, and in 1813 the
church ‘on Blanshard Street
became too small to handle
the ever-growing congregation.
A lot was puichased at thet:
corner of Quadra and Bal-
moral Strcets, and the present
church, was opened May 2,
Adfdee .l s

A “come to dessert party”
will be held i the Fellowship
Hall, 934 Balmoral Street, at
6.30° pm. for the- final ob.,
of the birthday cele-:

chased ‘at -the door,
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First United Church as it is today.

FIRST UNITED CELEBRATES

Church Shares

Victoria's
Church—the largest in mem.|and formally organized the
bership west of Calgary—is| first Preshyterian congrega-
100 years old this year and|tion in Victoria,
shares this anniversary with A
the ity jiepld FIISUGHIC lYlé‘E‘IFﬂg

: which the church's Iwore than{Church of Canada on June
2800 members wiil be invited 10, 1925.
to take part. Present at the first historie
First of these will be a ser- meeting wore Chief Justice
vice for the Rededieation ofi David Cameron, Rev. John
Elders on Sunday, Jan, 21, but|Hall, the first minister, John
Ihe actual anniversary fs on/ Wright, Roberl Carter, John
Feb. 3. On this date, 100 Bastedo, George H, Saunders,
years ago, a group of 14 men|Alexander Wilson, John Mar.
and two wemen met in Smith’s[tin, Charles Coclivane, Joseph
Kilgour, Thomas Mann,
George Reid, Simon Andersan
nd “Alexander Loury.

First United/Hall on Government Street|

The ofd Church on Blanshard Strect.

@
City
Rev. John Hall had been
sent out from Belfast by the
general assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church in Ireland.

He remained here until 1865
when he left for New Zealand

and was succeeded by Rev.!

Thomas  Somerville from

Glasgow.,

Building Planned

The first services were held
in Moove's Hall, upstairs, at
the corner of Yales and
Langley, but plans were soon
made for the crection of  a
church building,

A sile was acquired at the
corner of Blanshard and Pan-
dora—where the B.C, Electric
building now stands—and the

|Quadra and MENF Streets

Birthday

corner stone was laid by Chief |
Justice Cameron on April 9, -
1863. .

The comploted church, wi

] hall aid vesiry, was
buill at a cost of $6,000 and
dedicated in November 18
‘The first church bell was pur-
chased in San Francisee and
the church pews were bouglt
hy members of the congroga-
lion, the centre seats for $30,
side seats for $25 and singls
seats at $6,50 per annum,

Fire Took Tolf

The church grew steadily in
strength and influence unti
Sept. 4, 1883, when fire
destroyed the schoolroom and
vestry and severely damaged
the chuvch itself,

The building was restored
and rededicated on Jan, 4,
1884,

The present church at

| pastors, Rev. Dr. John R
' and Rev. Dr, John Campbell

Famous in Sport
Through the years Fir

{United has always bee

famous for its champion
basketball teams and many of

s congregation have heen
prominent in publie life.

L. J. Wallace, deputy pre
vinelal secretary in the BO.
government, is chalrman of
the church's centennial eom.
mitlee, with W. €, Hudson a

f secretary and Newell Morriso:
Jas treasurer,

Also sorving on this com
mitlee are W, R, Huntex, Mrs,
R. Howell, Prof. N. A, Swair

ison, Dp. M, Anderson, Mis,

J. A. M, Beere, G, H, Steve

Paul Beere, & R, Woods, choin
master, Rev. A, L Higgins
cilirch  minister, and  Rew.

Stanley Sears, his assistant,
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Centenniai Rites Start gﬁn&ayi ';

Colonist Jen.20's2 p,7,

At Busy First United Church:

i First United Church, like Planning to attend this and| Guest speaker Sunday morn-
Vietoria, celebrates its 100th|othor centennial sorvices s Ing at First Baptist Churca
anniversary this year with ac.|Rev, Dr. W. G. Wilson, min- will be F. G. Shears of Van-

! tual centennial services Sun.|ister at Firsi United from 1921/ couver, provinical treasurer of

- day, Feb. 4. to 1938 and still, at 94, active/the B.C, Baptist Convention.

The birthday will be ob.lin church affairs. & &
served in a number of specialj Music for the Sunday morn:| Rt Rev. G. R, Calvert, Lord
events, concentrated in Feb-ling service will be provided hy| Bishop of Calgary, will be
uary bui starting this Suoejihe Royal Jubilee Hospilali preacher at St. John's Anglican,
day at the 11 a.m. service, with| Nurses' Choir. Church at 7.30 pm. Sunda,
re-dedication of the church ¢l ¥
ders and
matter of particuiar signifi-
cance in a church that has
gerved Vietoria for a century

/and has grown to a congrega-

{tion of 2,800.

Elders are elected by church
members {o lifetime serviee
jand therc now are about 140
Iew]ng First United.

Oldest of these in years of
;service is James Logie, who
vas elected in 1918, Next
on. R. W. Mayhew, elected

tin 1819,

Other senior elders, and the
-wears in which they were elect-
-ed, include: Fred M. McGropgor
and Alex McKeachie, Sr., 1923;
J. G. McFarlane, 1924; Donald
MacKinnon and William T.
Straith, 1928; John Gough,

: 1931; Walter J. Fletcher, R. N.,
Higgins and G. H, Stephens,’

igge a‘rm Jriiastmrlt;'ampbell.. !UNVE.’L PLAQUE

Jimes, Tan,.271gs
First Unite

Unveiling™
Saturday

Mrs. Mary Hermitage, mem-
ber of longest standing in First
United Church, will, unveil
plaque on the site of the orig
ml church at Blanshard and

' Pandora next Saturday at
; pm.

- Higgins, Also taking part
will be two former ministers—
Rew, D, Tugh A. MoTeod and
Rev. D, W, G, Wilson,

Music will he provided by
the Victoria Citadel Salvation
Army Band,

Rev. Mr, Higgins will con-
duct centennial communion
services in the church this
Sunday. On Monday the
church archives will be opened
and a church history written
by Prof, Neil A. Swainson will
be released. ' ;

Rev, Dr, MeLeod will spealc
at a Centennial hanguet in the
Feuogxs}ﬂp Hall on Monda;

b, §.
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"1 Fraser,

100 FIRST UN’TEID PIONEERS AT FE\[TENNIAL RECFPTION

More than 100 pioncer mem-
ers of First United Church

“reception in the Fellowship
¢ Hall Monday night.

the pioneers was
. silver - haired Miss Helen
whose father, Rev.
. Donald Fraser, was minister

: : of the church from 1884 to

| 1891,

! “I hope he is here to sec
. ihis wonderful gathering ta-
{mght." she said.

|SERVED WITH SIX

Alexander McKeachie re-
called that he served the

.

*i church under six ministers—
:

Rev. Dr. Jehn Campbell, who
succeeded Mr, Fraser; FRev,
Dr. John Gibson Inkster, Rev,
Dr. W, G, Wilson, Rev. Dr.
Hugh McLeod, Rev. Dr, A, J.
Waters, and the present mini.
sler, Rev. A. 1. Higgins.

Rev. Dr. Wilson, now in his

now celebrating its centen-,
U nlal year—were honored at a

|

94th year, returned to the
church whech he served from
1921 to 1908 and recalled the
Ius(cmc urdon of the Preshy-
terian, Muthodist and Con.
gregationa! churches in 1925,
“I't was 2 greaf event in our
history,” lie said, “and one
that has proved its worth in
strength and membership.”

2,300 MEMBERS

Lawrence J. Wallace, chair-| :

man of the church’s centennial
committee, welcomed the pio-
neers and spoke of their con-
tinuing service to a church
which now has 2,800 members
—the largest west of Calgary.

He said First United had
been closcly identified with
the development of -Victoria.
It had produced leading citi-
zens, champion basketball
teams and outstanding choirs.

“We are proud of our his.
tory,” he said.

In a tribute to the pioneers,

Victoria College Prof.
Swainson declared;

Church Honors 'Noble Record

AMONG PRE-1915 MEMBERS of

First United Church, honored at a
pioneers’ reception Monday night
were (from left) Miss Helen Fraser,

Nexilservxce and we believe it wﬁllp]edge ourselves to try and
be an inspiration to those who|live up to your traditions.”
“You have a noble record of Ifollow We salute you !

" who joined church in 1886 Mrs, A

Tlmea Jan.30,1962 ,.11

Serv

Hon. K. W. Mayhew, a for-

I-Ientage 1874; Mrs. Peter MeKech-
11-55%9 1831; Mrs. Margaret Christie,

\by . Herbert Stevens and

. |came First United Church.

mer Canadian ambassador to .
Japan, spoke for tms pionzers
when he said:

“We have never served a
better cause.”

The pioneers were presentcd

Rev. A. I, Higgins. W. Robert
Hunter was chairman and an
enjoyable concert program
was provided by Alice Wad-
dell, :Allan Husband and Mrs
John Gough.

Rev. Stanley F. Sears of
fered the benediction.
CHINA PLATE GIFT

The pieneers honorsd wera |
members of the First Presby
terian Church {now United)
prior to and including June
1813, and those received inic
membership since June, 1915
and prior to July, 1923. whee
First Prasbyterian Church be

Each was presented with 2
china plate bearing a facsimile
oE Fn‘st United Church.
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*Fm‘sr UNITED CENTENNIAL FETE

By NORMAN CRIBBENS

Rey. Dr. W. G. Wilson, minister at
Fivst United Church from 1921 to 1938 and
now in his 94th year, imitated the voice of
Sir Winston Churchill Monday night when
. he said:

“If this congregalion should live for a
thousand years, historians will say '”I'!us
was their finest hour.””

The occasion was the cente:mial ban-
guet of First United Church—founded as
the First Preshyterian Church of Vancou-
ver Island en Feb, 3, 1862—and Dr. Wilson
with many other former ministers re-
cturned to pay homage to an jinstitution
i -closely identified with the h:story of Vie-
i Mtoria. 5

“We Took back with pnde on our his-

tory” said Dr. Wilson, “but we lock for-
ard to an even greater futurs.”
* More than 500 chuich members, gath-
ered in the spacious Fellowship Hall, rose
and cheered the veteran minister at the
close of his brief address.

There were cheers, too, for Dr; Wilson's
successor, Rt. Rev. Dr. Hugh A, McLeod
(1938-1048), who is now moderator of the
United Church of Canada. "

to First United, and recalled many happy
memories of his ministry in: Victoria,
Lands and Forests Minister Ray Willi-
ston brought greetings from the B.C. gov-
ernment and sald his long association with
th 'church began in February, 1914 .when

‘This Was

. Dr. McLeod referred to many of the
pioneers who had given “life and stability”

* * *

- DR. WILSON
+ « « Imitates Churchill

f'mm 1884 to 1891

Th v Fmag%‘ Heour'

he was christened there by Rev, Dr. Ja"m

Gibsen Inkster (1913-1921).

“Even in those far off days,” he said,! !

“Victorians had a concern for Saanich.!
They thought they were a bunch oft
heathens out thme, so they or"anizcd
Sunday scheol in the Gorge wihich becain
Gorge Presbyterlan Church.”

Mr, Williston added that the sucerssive
gencrations of men and women who had
served First United “have heen a con-
siderable force in the life and development
of this community.”

Ald. Mrs. Lily Wilson, on behalf of the}

mayer and city council of Victoria, said:

“We remember the strong Christian in-
fluence this church has had on the people
of Victoria and we thank you for all the
good deeds that have been done by mem-
bers of this congregafion, ;

Lawrence J, Wallace, chaliman of the
church's centennial committee; felt the
church had been “supremely blessed” in
the number of fine ministers who had
served it.

Rev, Alexander Ca]der, ‘minister of Oak
Bay United Church and chairman of the
Victorja Preshytery, said .the presbytery
“sets certain limits upon you but helps you

"~ when you are in need ... I hope you will

never need us,”
Dr. Murray Ardemon chauman and
organizer of the centennial banquet, intro.

duced a number of pioneers, including
Miss Helen Fraser, whose father, Rev,
Donald TFraser, was mlmster of the Lhurch
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ye to a “Century ..

Toloni at Feb

6, lyez

Pe

me Too Important

Eihr

r_nmunn

{portant day in the Jife of her

c‘ rch since 1891
, running like a thread
h the congratulatory
hes,-the stories of church
:bgfure the turn. o! the

t alivé aga'm you \vou]d

found an idea as simple

jprofound as the roots
hun':h 1tself

ved for the past alone,
* *

he past is a prologue to

ture, hence ‘it is useful

‘revere it It gives us a

tion to build upon; it is

omethlng we can all be proud
of.”

As he walked away, the 700
people stood to cheer the 93-
year-old minister whose. voice
still rang into the hall's far-
thest corner,

* K ok

'T'eanmomals ‘were réag from
neighboring cangregations,
churches thrdughout the coun. i
try and former First United:

sters.

[

ﬁmﬂmae “E‘ﬂ #@ zw}

Lands and Forests Minister
Ray Willisten brought greet-
ings from the prammial gw
ernment,’ 5

Dr. W. G. ‘Wilson, minister




Close Investigation wemst vorivies 5,

o) e ®

1arities’ |

Intensive investization is
continuing into what fire
officials call “certain
peculiarities” of the $100,-
00O inferno that gutted a
section of First United
Church at Quadra and
Balmoral early vesterday.

Deputy Fire Chief John Ab-
bott called 55 firemen out to
hattle the blaze, which left the
Sunday scheool section of the
church a smoking ruin in just
over twa hours.

“Owing to certain peculiari-
ties the five calls for an inten-
sive investigation.” Deputy Ab-
to:it told The Colonist.

BAME SECTION

It is second fire in two years
in the same section of the
church,

‘The earlier fire caussd
835.000 damage, and broke out
at almoest the same time as a
blaze that destroyed another
ciiurch a block away.

It was a “considered opinion
at that time,” Deputy Abbott
said, that faulty wiring and a
power surge caused the earlier
fires.

RE-WIRED
But First United has been
cornpletely re-wired since.

w f
Sithouetted against flames roaring into early morn- We can’t see any reason at

o 3 5 : this time why the cause could
ing sky, fireman vainiy directs hose into section of  pe wiing,” f;m deputy added,
gulted church, Two hours after first alarm, build- Two officials of the provin-
i n of brick walls and rafters—  cl fire marshals office are
lr.-admg the probe,

CliF(‘I\-L\ G

g
3

.fm comment as ﬂ‘ley had
; certa:n contacts they have to
check.

Deputy Abbott said the blaze
appeared to have started in a

;fwundle\.e! I'::Ehmi' (jlust 10 A{?:ernlu‘th’
BoL frol‘f a oa_:g‘ cading 10 Oic Fi]‘e

up through the ”'”"" " °‘ ﬂ
ing ln & ‘lled Charch

mchlt‘lml

pl.mq nwn |[ ety
charred walls. Ruflers, right,
show effects of {ntense bheat.

e . o
| i through the roof,

+ A steam-radialor was near
'the arca where the flames are
ibelieved to have started, and o
1"over a periud of time a steam- (e Bros.)
_pipe could start a fire . , . the ™=
cwood would ch_v out,” an ct‘-
iticial said.

LAST RUN FRIDAY

Tt huilding superintendent
George Schoeman of 930 Dal.!
moial sald last night
{urnace, a scimi-autom
burner, was iast run Frid:
morning,

First alaen was tovied in a
3:01 a.m, Saturday.

While the cause of the blaz,
could not be ascertained a
‘press  time. Depuly  Abbott
said “we do Enow il had a wun
derful start.,”

NEAR SCURCE
Non-eperaticn of a fire
alarm linking the church to
superintendent Schoeman’s
home was not eonsu]ered sig-
nificant,
Batteries powering the device
were near the presumed seat of
the fire, and actuators for the
alarm weie in the bascment,
below the fire's base.
SMORE, WAL |
Main body of the chwrch
:ﬁ;ﬁm the flames, but water

P T e ‘between the body]
of (he church and the gutfed
extension may have minimized| 7
tdamage, L
SOIHIOWF’UL WATCIIER

Rev. A, 1, Higgins of First
United, due to leave noxt wisl:
for a new charge in Toronio,
Jwatchied sorrowfuliy as flames
leapt into the sky.

He was to have given his
iast service i the sanclnary in
Hemembrance Day  servie
today.

Pussing mote.,: sls, M. and
Mrs. Helgh, 1523 Faivburn,
and Tom Higzins, 1169 Bal-
moral, fiyst saw the fire,
FOBAY'S SERVICES

Higglns ran to Schomnan's
hume and the superintendent
phoned for fivemen,

Behoeman locked the ehuveh
at & pm, Fridoay, after velurne
Ing o turn off a basemo
Light.

Reyular gervices, except for
e 9330 s, serviee will pe
Peld ai the Fellowshiln Kall




o4y incumbent -

~Broup of 14 men and two women

BIG EFFORT

Ly NORMAN CRIEBENS ]
; Chorch Tditor '
Victoria's First United Church

— helieved to e Tha Targest Th

membership this side of the

Rockies — will mark its 107th |

year Monday. <
It was on Feh. 3, 1862, thot o

met in Smith's Hall, Govern-
ment Street, and  organived
what was then the First: Presby-
terian - Church of Vancouver
Islnnd. :

. First services were Deld in
Moore’s Hall at the corner of;
Yates and Langley and were
conducted by Rev, John Hall,
fermer missionary of the Pres«
byterian Church in Ircland,

A site was then acquired at
the corner of Blanshard and’
Pandora Avenue — where the
B.C. Hydro building now stands,
— and the cornerstone was laid
by Chief Justice David Cameron
on April 9, 1863,

The completed -chureh, \;'jtl_z
school hall and yestry, . was - built

fire severoly damaged the build.
ing,

But the congregation made a
big effort to raise funds and the
buiiding was restored and re.
dedicated on Jan, 4, 1884,

Rev., Thomas
suceeeded Mr, Hall as minigto
but seemed 1o have, diffieully
getting along with the congregsas
tion, ;

In 1866, after an open quarrel
with church elders, he resigned,
and proccpded to -organize the
congregation of S, Andrew's
Présbyterian Church, now 102
years old-and'still going stroftg:

Left without a minister, Fipst|

Presbyterian -Church found it|-

impossible to cantinue and was
closed ‘from 1867 to 1876,

BECAME UNITED
_ Little.i& known_ eoncerning fts

' The congregation continued to
grow until in 1925 jt elected {0
[join  the TUnited Chureit  of

{Casmdu. First  Preshyterion.

bocarie Fivst United - at  an

Jimpressive - choral - servies ‘on’

June 10, 1925,
Ovar tha v

has been fam

pion  basked hall

U-.'uﬁa.
its .cligmy’
eams and

{award-winning choirs and 7

of ils  membors - hy
dislinction i publ

One of them is

celebrate its

Hwilh -

re-birth, but Letween 1876 angd|.

1913 the: congregation at. Bl
shard and Pandora ‘grew tn ihe
‘point where it was too big for
the building,

A lot was purchased at the

'camer of Quadra -and Balmoral|¢
streets and on -May 2, 1915, the|.

at o cost of $6,000 and dedicated
in November, 1863, It grow,;
steadily In strength and influ-

.ence until Sept. 4, 1883, when

present church was -opencd. and
dedicated to “the glovy of God.”
iroiks

IL - are” wele

this srniversa
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“Vietoria, B.C. dturday, June 231973

By DON GAIN past t years ] " T e A : . i o mi wch where years of conducting » mail
Colenist Church Editor 1: vorked with CGIT and : ; : £ = . . she was, to quote and radio Sunday school pro-
i % and Miss Patmore gram on. the prairies, i

<t United Church Sunday S\lﬂﬂﬁi}’ school grmvp§. ! ; e ; : ¥ tary, office manager, i Miss Wallace is a graduate
\nll Lonor foar people who iss Patmore ratu:ed April o oD visi and  repositors architect from the Unwer51ty
have served the church from Viiss Wallace will retire ¢ : : : : 4  knowledye."” » . of Manitoba. She is particu-
three to 18 years. ne 30 and both will remain  § . ' : s ; R e “it  mver all larly interested d.n retire-
Guests at a presenigion i, Victoria But fhe Terises G ‘ - G B ks Mis WasNEME. O o e
zﬁtﬁmgﬁﬁa? Fe“m‘{thp Boll Chgreh's mission ship Thom- S ; ; : REL TR A = , ! Taking her pla : ha’ls'h?eft‘g‘;'es hope to bring |
vice wil heyE g:g'; "‘% ST as Crosby V. L & i : : é‘}‘:ﬁ (ﬁl‘fe is Kay  the Thomas Croshy V. to Vic-
! e o : ' " wrene foon to 1 :
e = BT S 7 G S e Gl el
: $ . : N o W will § at First
ship, caﬂi}pghgn 55 lolcattons Th a8 R , oo : : ? g}“}' 5 e C'éhrisu.an
leadership. developmen g;pd' . as lighthouises, logging e 3 Sy : : ; . director and assists
. con mum{)y senlnp‘lei amps, fishing camps, Indian : L Al i minister.
e (e ot iy es and isolated individu- B ' . ' ¥ & Miss Patmore’
S it : and cmmnumty.
¥ e mittee, ' with
o Rl J S i James Gerry
week period aboard ship : ; S : L ~ her duties as the!
th two weeks in Prince Ru- 5 : ; Miss Patmore has a
. for refuelling and res- 3 3 ++ ‘of hobbies she hopes
tocking supplies such as food, o : e > : * time for now: A :
Christian education materials, ! . Tt : she has three tu
books, used clothing, films = L i i i . ji— polish stones in
and other items. B N , : AT e ment. St‘gh‘“uhﬂi"’
Faris said he and his wife : ot : At weiline, thes be
: : i : et d e after four
wouldn't be leaving Vietoria : . i s . : e el gxegli;::mhs;ew

but for the call to mission
work. : ) . i ~Colonlst phow bv fan McKaln

Miss Péi}riore; Miss Wallace and the Farises at First United

oS T

“We totally enjoved living the loving community of this work in the community, W
and working in Victoria,” he church.” - had a great group . ‘athere(
said. “We could have spent “We ‘all feel that,” said round us as our arms ani
“ihe rest of our lives here. We  Miss Patmore, “It is a lovi g hands.”
are partiwlarly grateful far church and enabled us to Miss Wallace said she

ot T el




i - manyalong year

e : ’ :
esignated a ‘Emissionary of the Presbyterian &
cnuch‘ﬁﬂm}and to British Columbia® on February
6, 1861, His salary was confirmed at £200 per annum
to commence from date of passage, After a stormy.
passage Reverend John Hall arrived via.San Fran-
ciscoonthe steanier Cortez on April 14,1861, Nobody
erend Hall searched the:

town: for Presbyterians and finally he found Alex-

‘:anmmkonmd"agmdﬂndltpmndmhe for.

- Wilsonwas one of the Presbyterianism for .-
his duthin 1917.” :
‘Following examination of his crédentials by a .
Wpﬂt Preshyterians, Beverend Hall was asked to -
accept the post of minister. . 2
«Services were first held in Moore’s Hal] on.
Government Street. '/, . to Moore's Hall goes the -
distinction of having the first Presbyterian seryice .
_ {n British Columbig on Sunday 21 April, 1861, with an -
attendance of about 30 people.” Moore's Hall was
also the gathering place for the first Presbyterian |
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. on Jan.-12, 1862.
The sermon was entitled Faith. Sevenieen per--
"’ sons comprised the congregation of whom 15 °

were men. In the following month, on Feb. 3, a "

. meeting was held to organize: the Presbyl.erlan
congregation”The following prominent cltizens: 4
* were in attendance: Hon. David Cameron, Chief
Justice; Rev. John Hall;: Messrs. John-Wright,
.architect; Robert Carter; John Bastedo; George H.
- Sanders, architect; Alemderwmon John Martin; ¢
. Charles Cochnne, Joseph Kilgour; ur; Thomas Mann,
George Reld Simon Anderson ‘and”Alexander -

"~ stone contalning *the
: the newspapers of the day, and several coins.

Loury
ingdo organlumelf into a congregation to be called

the first Presbyterian Church of Vancouver Island,:

. and that the Rey/ JnhanJlbareqmtedtnuctinum

* meantime as our minister.” = :
: Inthesameyeuaerﬁceswe:emmediothe'

police court room before finally obtaining a perma-

" nent place of worship at Smith's Hall"“This was . .
Street and adjoiningthe "
+ old post office building. At’the organizational
.meeting a committee was struck to secure a perma- .
. nent church site. The committee consisted of Hon.'
Chief Justice Cameron aided by Messrs. Martin and,
Wright. A site was selected on the corner of Blan-

over offices on

shard and Pandora Streets and purchased for the

su.m of $1,100; The cornerstone was laid on April -+ e

by Chief Justice Cameron whow‘;:presented

: 'w1th a s ver trowel to comm
The trowel was designed by a Mr. Watson. Before

‘being lowered into place, a bottle was placed in the
recordsof the congregatlon.

Architects+for the'‘church were: Wright. and

- - Saunders of Victoria who described the church as

the _early_pointed style of Gothic, archltecl.ure
Wright was the same ‘architect’ as_ designed the

recently restored Emma.nue! Synagugue Dimen-

Reverend Hall, v!ngseenwhathedeemedhis
duty accomplished, gave intent of resigning his
charge in May of 1864. During Reverend Hall's
ministry the Church of Scotland sent out Reverend
*James Nimmo ‘as their missionary. Upon Hall’
resigna.tiun Reverend Nimmo was withdrawn. |

Reverend Hall had seen the Preshyterians otr
Vlcwdu through the ““period of Eerﬂous and ploneer -
life’” and estahlished the Church of Scotland ﬁrrnly

. In the ‘colony, The congregation’s affection. was
“#shown by many gifts."" Among

thése was a gold
atch suitablé inscribed and a purse of £100. :
* OnApril 2, 1865, Reverend Hall sailedon thebrlg

Domitﬂa for. the Sandwich, Islands where he was

to have a short sojourn before proceeding to New:.
/ Zealand.. Upon his arrival in New Zealand he
" ministered with the same crusading zeal he had
given in Victoria.-

He was mcceeded by Reverend Thomas Sumer-

~ ville under whom Presbyterian and Congregational-

ists united. However difficulties spon arose which
were {o lead to the formation of a second Presbyte-
" rian congregation in Victoria. This church was to be
named St Andrew' sPresbyterIan. R




