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. On Sept. 24, 1910, dasm i
_broke guietly over Lansdowne .
i['esd B\ 4.30 a.m. thers was
lenough Hight in the farm ched,
'for William Gibson to mak

i final check on the contm;s c[
.|

srranga flying machine.
Ipems all rla‘ﬂ" he eaid ta
.' a heiper, look outside
‘znd see if anyon es watching.”
Gibson “was taking mnon
seeson being fuvthor widi o
"culed by the townspeople of
Wintoria Follnwing Bz ic
an engine put at Beacon
ark'a “nnn‘w‘ of citizens
i vected him in the sireet
by .quppmﬂ ‘their arms at him.
Even his minister I had tried to i
: c.m of o'omg a.xaad

\un,\ "

3\9\ erineless,

READ}{ for a test run, Wzlham Gi!J~ the top end of Lansdowrne field 1n
son is plctu.ed in hig “Twin-plane®’ at September, 1910

The plane nself was a care-! On S‘-‘Dt- 8, 1910, the Twin- by - Hutcainson Brothers, a jand the'momcnf'um drove the
Y s iplane made its first flight Jhcal machinist firm, was turn- plan £ i :
fully engineered work of gen-| pa e into an ocak tree at the
iue. Gibson had even included but ‘while Eandmg mhe;ed irg Dboth propellers with arate’ of about 23° miles per
i bI s it esale e  Tha ldamage “to its undevcarrioge. sieady your of power i s o i
a::‘c*‘afts 31«m§t101" m"-pl\;CZ[}‘JG“E“’T ife airman had been  Giuson signalled for his| The airman was tirown
e 3 “ « i s ol
frame was covered with pale ;E:E“t Mg the following day & pelpers to et go and the T“l“"fl"“ suffering only shock and
ront-page account of it ap- plane started fovward, bounc-iminer seratches. However, the

blus waterproof silk obtained!
H ‘peared in the Times. s lipe aerpse the uneven turf. iy
from  Jeune DBrothers, ient.’ ? Twineplane was so badly dam-

manufacturers of Victoria.l 'F'ﬁ" feet away from the shed ageg thaL Gibson decided
When finally zssembled the Poorly-.\;pf -_S_ECI’E‘f - it was airborne. _ Ciesting ﬁpmauo:;
whele fiving machine weighed! For 20 seconds all wenl weil om Victoria to Hﬂ in-
Sounas, : wind thok effect! . af B.C., where,.as lie
- piane hfgaﬁ driiling jater saidv “Une -Ci‘Jl‘ﬂd
; ,a\\av n‘om th0~e oak tree
; = i 3 at ‘this moment that] k
_H‘S f“"] t this week Wwas scen, ihe 1:;1}01 made an unfortunate werg not. thc «mat st
Ly several peopie whio. won “fervor. in the l‘epe of 0xvicun- P
dered what-the enormous mov- ling the drift he lear

“A machire of the original-j

ned to thel!H. Ellis ')oln“: out it his book
;‘;“' ‘t:;ig \L‘:l“ﬂ‘i 3:1 ]“;‘:’*02? rong side causing the p'ane;"Camdaq Flying Heritage”
'1;:mx= the fields tm\"l;m‘ Mt veer sharply towards ajthe first free Iwhh made by
'I‘olmle G : ,cluvnp of oak trees at the farla Canadian-buill plane.
: et Jend of 'the field, ; Teday -the fivst s u{'essfu}
no Hrro el off his e:‘,g“ iacm engine Iabrieated in Com
LY "(‘PWg fiad said. @ press account the foi-jada ;'iii\‘! a piece ol i HY
Gibson ')lepa.lt‘{l j\\mg day,” and caie h;-m."'m ronautical

take off. Wi .\c.\

srmra et e
VORSVIed

.—-v-—r

ut unforiwiately his wheels, Olmﬂ — William G
W utc not equipped with 1“‘m\c< N mlon ia hum "“. a~1<‘lpn*cv

no ohe”
opencd e auois
and reiled the iny
on‘the grass. :

The airman climbed aboard
ani nlw' e (-nm‘roi voke
U-cc'r his . Fron it
wer :m(u 3 whe
fo each 1
cailerons ar
laterai conirel.

el

niien out
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The Cree Indians had a nime
nj.'_'- mm—""Chiel - Flash-in-the-
g ' 7 :

i deetering. on
the edge of the fHirst skyscraper ‘f
praying he won't plunge to his!
death. Then you'll have an idea
of how I fzit that morning of
Se',){. 8, 1510.°" ; L
MOUNT TOLMIE i
This was ‘\u'. Gibzen, ﬂw nmn| -
from Sa<katcne'.\dn. recalling
the h‘s(omc oceasion when he

flew ane of Ca::u.m s Iirgth’
planes. :

t:.ke-u[f was from the !

nd.of Dean

IIr> m.g FuI‘lT), Mount Tc)!uhe,
k"clerm i

The o t Thimeslf £

. He used_:
houidev yoke o operaté the
!‘udders and the two  Z0-foot

eie Love“efl w)'._n ghy:

blue silk. =
THL\' REAL 7T II‘V}

ok 1

Eub it- EOL air JOI}‘H‘.‘ am]
tho oh he almiost immediately

cut the. engide for a bu'npy_--
Iandwng, JMr. Gibsen exulied in
“the knewledge he lad. acmam.' S
fown. i
Thut was & l(-ﬂ fllght Two%
©weeks Iater came the real min'g.J
and the alrcraft skimmed:
nl;uu{xl e air fur more ‘nan{
200 Teat; Sl v i

True;:« i : ev,-jnluail}'
(stacked,. wiih a sickening
crash, into a sturdy ocak iree,.
at 25 miles per hour, and the
pilot. himself nulm\\iv {lew

past, v "o :

SR A RTOTIY ey s
LS TEPC R ET T 0 -

But this wis how history was -
made, . -
And Victorians who wutched
Wiy fashion ilmt plane by hand
and openly Mr. Gu
..\f,‘l:, 1! id coirs &

“Aidteria,
A sister,

Inii

a Wo Gibson; suld



1 duralion o

=For nalure’s plan 1was #e'er intended |
C¥hat man hreagh space shoald be susprnded,
And noavpht but fool, a bird would make,

Or nclure’s seerets try to fake” p =l

_In these lilting couplets did
- British Columbia’s father of flicht,

Hilliam _W’ﬂ”ﬁ'ee Gibson — “Bird-

| SRS

S B el S ey L3 BFS AP
's‘fuu“l ap ric '(fi‘au — FECid $id 7i u CThH-

dnz.' slmpncr,sm whiclh surrounded
his c,fu' 5 io ,rl\' 60 years Gago.

5 But time has vindicated Gibson's faith; {od'w
Bistony acknowludges the muricle the unassuming
Seotsman achieved aith blacksmilih's forge, sticks
Bnd canvas’ one summer morning in a quiet
pxisture near Mount Tolmic. L :

Bomi in Dellmellington, Ayreshire, in 187€,
Gibscn was the fuarih u: four boys and 2 gir] He

'---‘”.L"llmg ftow olse‘e:g,
‘Gibsons' nearsst peighboars were C':-.ief Piapo:’s
2 s - e

Willaun en‘oved a Tom Savyer cxistonce with
indian ch.edren; free of school Soon “*Jumping
e couig Bunt val bow Alﬂ armvw as well ag

Bales pat
-d S bty

I—.t 23 — aller tlwve years’ schooling — it
Wil un‘s duty o chey hent Lw family
rd of cattle 3
}wmaur soon Harned he eould: dx:-\.uc- his Lo nls
1o other ficlds on windy duys as e herd v
graze into the breese to escape files. During timo
- lazy  hoors, o Willlam  turned. with increasing
lmnr"uo to ihe mysiéries of fiying.
- With Lis dewly-found Interesi feme "AM ﬁ*C‘
r flight 1 the Doeninion of Canada”
His Initial experimients, as the herd foraged
"~ ponientedly over the plain, were with kites) Time
and again, the marvelbng lad charged acroes the:
prairie en his pony, kite tratting behind cn baiiing
twine. With cadh design he learned - to, keep. his
greations alrborne longer .md to soar. them higher
‘and hirher. : ;
Then he develved  the =c‘t(\me Of | Sy
gophers, placing them in candboand brmc-s, and
. Bending them aloft on the tail of 1 kile, I eculd
only keep them in the air for about an hour," he
wrote long after, "bec ausc some of thom beeame
deathly :wk and I brought them down they
Bat on the grass w th t‘:mr eyes haif-closed for
abauf two miautes 'b(‘fu"c Lhe‘y sc:n.amrcd off to
find their holes.'-

n came a. plan to incrmsc

s passengers' flighis by rnak;no

eonditions more  emnfortable. oo this emd,
inme-shaped bisket of willow wandzsa

Eashioned o d
The youre dnvantar h 4 chnzen willow for two

rancehe s T s
Faunleiadel %

i wiki resisiunce, i,
Becendly, o enable his gophers to enjoy Lhc view!,
With' each surcessful flight, Wilkam's plans
Bdvanced. Finally, ome gusting May affernoon; he
iaunched his maslerpicee: A seven-fool blue k 2

- with nine passengers.
For an hour he sailed the enormous k| & uniil
Bis arm tived, when he tied the string 'to a rail

fence, He then lay on the prrass o, ponder and §

Bee visions of poavered flight.”

His reverie ended abruplly. when' e kite
plummetied 1o carth, kiling all abonrd. “*Anxious
Bo know what Cerash,”  Wilkam

wpeeted the wiveliage, His pobing: eve goon
ﬂ;.';fw\ ered - onie . of the PPS dmud chewed
ﬁ.rough e ‘cord sr'c:i.nrv- e basket o the ki

Y Wl VL‘-' . 14)(,‘
nZ what he believed
txu:u sty in Canada,'?
futore

Wk niealon,
W@ - first aic
vewed to use brass wWire in

PAGE 8—Tns Dully Caloalat -
Bardzy, Augest §, 100s

o g)’ ihe

ly b C @rency

R T e SO L SIS
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BIRDMAN OF VICTOLLA 5. W. Gigson, eentre, Gurinz'r:-;-rem'oﬁy makine bim

Bunorary chied
¢l the Cree Nations in 1948, S S

contraptics: me'fy \'mu‘d think 1

crazy ahd cull in thelr luan, aand 1

baisiness, :
*'Also, at that time the NV

o pick up any ene reparlid . guc

© Regina. Gossip travels at great s

Aomias A e e »
Socided o ‘n&..; my expriment sewvet,

One ‘davmn ia June of 1904, Gibson crept tig f.hﬂ
oot of a dovntoan MEIENS with his ‘model; set it
carefully on the lawiching ramp, w;::nd tha
sropeller spring ~and - stepped den’ P-*;"t‘;e

hant for §3,00, shi
onie. Once again
e 500n -\J.'_e_i

pping the iaven-
so¢ems to have
df":‘_ng spare hours to

C'u‘hon turmed His - atlention {o
modals of ‘aiplunss. Remembering hiorw
e} ites on calm doys by lowiss Gwem
bcah.nd his galloping poay, be pondered means of
powering  his - creations, *The blacksmith and
dware merchant had 2as “Lt never he ard of

e englr
A the rra "'r-nfruh: news tlnt

raif and. Was cz“mcrm BURITIRE ad
then crashing into a ho}.m 120 feet di
A wing wis domaged bul the ecstatie 3ibsort
cared not: “I had proved berend a doubt t.'*a,t I
ol build a machine that weold 1
i following months many a s‘nrise Rould
aﬁ\nnce s!cp by painfil sten, improv all the £rd the txeming inventor on the o f, launching
of the . models of “varying deslgns. As “ever, ]

werg -exercised cvery precaution o remain unohserved.

) dzy tHo laeal dodios

a ch]'VT'
ch would nz his work
ail the wmore: difficult was the fact He had’ to

Iy h_c mca:fn IJ“.‘C';T d
the. 11. es of that of 'mﬂ mucs maligned Prof
Sarmuel- Langley;

s in The U

e fad earmed B

. Tiiruexd s, ‘umv that was g h
an’t Feand of the hagl

3 ou wene erng to catch ...

GG, eRher, never saw any bird like iat in my ) It Dew
e deseribad one adve s I)ci richt over riy buggy and lit on the grass over b;:_

“Hke two smaH kit s, one b e statio

a wingspread 0[ 20 ine Enco o:! by his suecess, Gibson resel w&fn

build o fullseale eraft on his farm. aimost
com'\’mcn a four-cylinder, fown-cvele or ne- fap i
wiwn ne heard of an opportun raci for

42 miles of the building ‘Grand T'um Pacilicg *X
lost S ‘?OO(\ m 18 paitsl nT.h‘: Mk

the buckbane 0!
nmed the spring
izhicn It and tie
iameler and
linén U‘rr xl.’

e 8
me,”” the e

soid part I
P ! acar Clayoqunt. Ailhuu.vg,n_;«mm]u.
to look it .
] mine in 10 duays,
cil west coast

e arvenbar o
e way,

B bt Lm’ il )
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A e

cre Jong he had -the minae
1t a stamping mill and poured
thc I‘usL guld brick from a west coast qua.rLz
paine,

Selling out for 510,000, Gibson rcturncd to his
oid dream of flying, Again solvent, he had his
fourcylinder engine shipped from Ba!gonie. He

- moon finished it, but found its six-inch stroke

mauck too Jong—"It jumn
rith its head chopmesi

Undaunted, he designed a um—cylmdcr. six-
eycle, air-cooled model. Constructed at Hutchin
et Brothers' m\mh..ne shm in Esquimalt,. the

2 around lilke a chicken

- mpednel Timt of S5 ] Ll in Canaca, amd now

drsplac,-ed in the Natianal Muscum af Ollawa,
dancelonod B0 hersepower.

me morning LI night, week in and week

" zrt, Hutchinsons® rnrges glowed hot as Gibsen
- hammered Lits and pmces of stevl into an engine.

He handerufied virtually every part himself; even
the more than 100 bolls wiich v.em bored Twolloaw
to save weight,

Aoenths passad, Gibson wucrkmg steadily with
irs silent parner, “known onty W !u.story as

SR Pgne

Witk ap.ruc'e and cedar, silk and w_u:e,
Our bird began lo show attire.””

Motoreycle wheels proved too weak, so he

hesd 2 sef custam ' made at Thomas Plimley's.

Finally came the great day. Twice before all |

had seemed ready, but, at the el moment, the
erdous invenies had detected weakencd struts,
propeller blades too Jong, the engine imznvpecriy

g plaoed_ This time they ware Teady.

On the evening of S&-pt. 7, 1910, the “'I‘-vm-
Plane' waited quietly in a circus tent near Mourd
Tolmie. With prospeclor Locky Grant as sentry,
Gitsen and Dave had completed their final
redansal, The noxt moming, as Victoria slept in
femorance, they wouldd make history, | .

With a skeleton of spruce, the ugly craft had

CERD CnorThous wings, each 20 feel by eight and

covered with blue tent sills from Jeune Brothers,
which gave 300 square feet of lift. Filty feet ang,
the planc's unique features included 100 springs

for flexibility, The engine, with a larger propeller

Zormvard, and A second aft, straddied the frame's

With the first feeble mys of dawn, the trio
Fod towed the ungainly ercation into the pasture.
Ibe monster roared to ifo isstantly whea Gibson
spun the propeller, then climbed inlo the scat—a
harse saddle. Hands at the comtrols, tense with
excitement—and fear—he had mr.dcd o Grant to
release the plane.” | -

B!..ckm:; wildly,
pastune, then, s img e dawn nir hemerily,

zoomed skywnrd in a long, lazy arch, bumping

beavily to esrth seconds later, 200 feet from er
- starting position. When the engine stutlered. into
© sllence, peace relzed over the fivlds once more,

William Wallace Gibson had fic an?
- . *Toenl aviator makes aeroplaia and flics,™
crled Victoria Times hoadlines that afternson.
Destite thé inventars’ secrecy, wonld had spread

. rapily of the momentols oceasion, the Times

Dotng "a madidne of e originalily and size of
&n-aeropling -, | . cannot be handled at daybreak
o at dusk for dong  without - ity - diseovery
betxmh-lg known.** i ;

- A brokéen wheel, reported. the paper, had
delayed further *lh;fhls

May the ingeirious arxd phucky bn\!-m:m ave

a‘ﬂ kinds ‘ol good uck,” wistied The Colonist.

WILLIAM WALLACS GIBSON'S .\TOND.ER.FL'L TIWIN-PLANE.

Engine of W. W. Gisssa's fwinplane o the

Natienal Museum at Qttawa.

Amazingly, Vietoria * was ot :mpressed.

" Instead of hailing Gibson as a genius, his friends

laughed radely, called him “Birdman,” ‘and,

Passing on the sireel, would flap their arms and -

laneh, Others would point skyward, grin, then
% solemnly urge Gibson fo give up his wild
venture for the sake of his family, that it «
the devil win was urging me on.”” :

quit.
Twn weeks laler, the twin-plane was repaired.
Again  Gibson starmed ' the  enguie, Lha

T

But Gibson had tasted success; he could mot

propellers whirled furinusly, and he elimbed Intn
the saddle-secat.  And again his partners had
released the eraft. Sevomds later, the plane soared
through space, its' elatid  pilet working  the
Eleypbot snd tadilads

e
Eeg -
Suddenly the twin-plane veered to the right.
Paniclring, Gibsan levercd the rudder in the
wrong direction. A split secand later, :hc craft
smashed into an oul
then tumbled, lifeless, o the ground. Gihson was
thrown clear, crushing two fingers and gashing
his head; he carried the latior sears for life
" His wonderful twin as a total wreck.
Not discouraged, Gibson immediately  set
about building the Mult-Plane, This time, \s‘aryo.l
oak trees, he obtained permission - from
Lieutenant-Governor Thomas Paterson to test tha

* new craft on his farm at Ladner, Unfortun:fely,

wet ‘weather weakened the laminabed sprice
frarués, forcing another move to Kamloops. Other
d;.mcultlm resuilcd in a third shift, this time o
Calgary. Here, in the dry hwmnid air; his multi-

. plar= pesormed sever:d suceessiul fiphts, Giheon

dreamed of opening his oan ajreraft plant.

Sadly, on Aug. 12, 1911, wiule landing, (e lest
piot crashed trying to avoid some badger holes.
The pilot escaped mthou' serious anUI‘} but the
,}L’L‘i’.‘ was T
ibson t-;::] lost & fortune
attempiing o prove
feasible. This time he ™
e crash of his mL.iu-plme in an Aibe'rm ﬁeid
marked the end of the m,emms pioneer’s batlle_
to fly.

In 1948, members. of the Piapotl reserve,

where Gibson had played as a boy, made him an

hosorary chieftain: of the Cred Nations, naming
him Chict Kisikaw Wawasam — “Flugh-in-the-sky-
Loy,
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—'l he Islander

By Iain Lawrence

On Sept. 24, 1910, a handful of
reportcrs and bystanders gathered
on 2 small farm near Mount Tolmie
to watch history in the making. For
on that day, William Gibson climbed

- into his handbuilt “Twin-plane” and
made the first flight of a Cana-
dian built airplane.

The fellowing day, with ap-
parent disregard of its historical
importance, the Colonist reported
the event:

“Mr. Gibson left the shed with
the plane about 4 o'clock yesterday
alternoon and starting his engine

about 50 feet from the shed. Pass-
ing the shelter of a clump of trees a
strong cross wind was encountered
with the result that the aeroplane
was drifted dangerously near some
trees, Mr, Gibson not using his rud-
der. He shut off his engine to avoid
collision and came down, but unfor-
tunately his wheels were nof
equipped with brakes and the mo-
mentum drove the acroplane into
an oak tree at the rate of about 25
miles an hour.”

. Gibsen’s Twin-plane suffered
heavy damage but the pilot excused
his aceident, as he was at a disad-
vanlage having to learn fo fly by
expericnce alone.

The story of the Twin-plane goes
hack to the 18th century when Gib-
son, as a boy, amused himself by
kite lying while tending his father's
caltle on the prairies.

By 1903, when & scction of (he
vast Northwest Territories Joined
Confederation as the province of
Saskalchewan, William Wallace
Gihson was a prosperous hardware
merehant, with stores in Balgonle,
Craven, and Cupar.

Although the hardware business
was his living, the mysterles of flight
were Gibson's passion, and he spent
hours building model airplanes.
Afraid of destroying his high stand-
ing in Balgonie society, Gibson re-
stricted his flying 1o the first few
hours of daylight, launching his
models from a chute on the roof of

. his hardware store.

Gibson must have been elated by
his experiments for he soon began
Jeonstruction of a four eylinder en-

crafll.

When the Grand Trunk Pacific
was being pushed across the prairies
2 hundred miles north of Balgenie,
Gihson saw an opportunity to make
some moncey. Flying was an expen-
sive pastime and he contracted to
build 42 miles of the raijroad’s right
of way.

The venture, however, proved to
be somewhat less than a success.
Gibson lost $40,000 and, at 27 vears of
age, feil into bankruptey. He headed
west, arriving in Victoria in the fall
of 1906 with his unfinished engine.

Soon afier his arrival, in the
spring of 1907, Gibson met a prospec-
tor who owned a mine on the Flk
River al Muchalal Inlet, on Vancou-
ver Island. Locky Grant, the mine's
owner, showed Gibson his claim
and, on the strength of a test pan,

Paged

on a slight incline rose to the air

"gine, designed for a man-sized air- ...

Gibson immediately closed the deal.
For his boat, a camera, his hinocu-
lars, his rifle, and $100, W, W, Gibson

" bought a gold mine.

Together they worked the mine
until Gibson scld it soon after for
$10,000, and resumed work on his
airplane.

Testing his theories with large
models Mown from Beacon Hill, Gib-
son completed the designs for his full
size craft. He ignored the ridicule of
seeing his friends on the street pass
by with flapping arms and grinning
faces, and slaved to his task.

Disappointment followed disap-
pointment. Gibson’s four-cylinder
engine, on completion, was useless.
It vibrated, shook, and bounced up
and down. Undaunted, Gibson de-
slened a new engine; six cylinders in
line with a 4'-inch stroke and elec-
tric ignition.

Gibson disregarded the pessi-
mistic criticism that was levelled at
the engine by its builders and insist-
ed that It was built his way. The -
crankshaft came f{rom New York
and the crank case from Sealtle, bul
the rest was done by Hulchinson
Brothers of Vicloria.

When completed, in March 1916,
the new engine was better than even
Gibson had hoped. Weighing only 210
pounds, the engine developed be-
tween 40 and 60 horsepower and is
now on display in the National Air
Museum at Ottawa.

Finally, in early September
1910, Gibson put down his {ools, The
airplane was finished and he chris-
Lened it the Gibson Twin-plane.

Fifty-four feel long, with a 20-
ool wingspan, the Twin-plane sat
Lrmly on its four bicyele wheels.
Tom Plimley, who was just then
advancing from bicycles Lo aulomo-
biles, had buill the flimsy-looking

;

TheGlbson Twin plané™"

undercarriage which later proved lo
be the craflt's worst failing.

The two spruce-framed wings

- were mounted one behind the other,
secured to the fuselage with elamps,
and covered with pale blue silk from
Jeune Brothers of Victoria. By loos-
ening the clamps, the wings could be
slid up and down the fuselage until
the Twin-plane was properly ba-
lanced in much the same way as
children {ly their models today.

One of Victoria's heritage build-
ings, a huge handsome house at 146
Clarence, in James Bay, is probably
where Gibson assembled his aero-
plane, With the construction com-
pleted, the Twin-plane was loaded
onto a wagon and hauled secretly loa
farm near ML, Tolmie,

There, on what is now a school
playground bordered by Richmond,
Lansdowne, and Shelbourne, the
Gibson Twin-plane was re-assem-
bled.

Early in the morning of Sept. &,
1810, Gibson and two helpers pushed
the Twin-plane onte the grassy
meadow. Gibson climbed into the
horse saddle that served as a seal
and started the engine,

He pulled the long lever in frontl
of him and tested the huge triangular
elevalor at the craft’s nose. It tilled
up and down at his command and he
looked over his shoulder to check the
rudders. Pulling on the {wo ropes
that led over his shoulders, he
watched the two small rudders wag
back and forth. The engine revved up
and W. W. Gibson signalled to his
helpers.

Nobody knows for sure exactly
what happened that morning. The

press, though, had been hounding
Gibson since the beginning and the
evezcllls of that day did not go unno-
ticed.

MARSH
WORLD

WALE g«ii‘
FLOWERS ti \
\, :
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T
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FEMALE
FLOWERS &

oth broad and narrow-

leaved species of this
common marsh reed grow
in dense beds in shallow
water. Sometimes reaching
six feet high, they cancover
enlire areas, choking out
other vegetation. Muskrat
valve root stock as food,
and plant stems and leaves
for hut-building. Occa-

Cattail — (Typha sp.)

"":’
‘-i’
-

SEEDS

WIND
SCATTERED

sionally used by gecse as
forage, they also provide
good nesting cover and
nest-building material for
diving ducks.

For the free pamphlet,
Know Your Ducks,
write: Ducks Unlimited
Canada, 1190 Waverley
St. Winnipeg, Mamtoba
R3T 2E2.

On Sept. 10, two days later, the
Colonist reporled:

“Several residents of the neigh-
borhood of Mount Tolmie witnessed
Mr. Gibson in his Initial trials. The
final trial was the most successful,
when the breaking of the wheels
occurred. This flight was not wit-
nessed by anyone as Iar as can be
learned.”

It is now generally considered
thal Gibson, not wanting the embar-
rassment of a failure, used that

_day, Sept. 8, as & test flight. He did

get off the ground, shutting off his
engine as soon as he was airborne,
and he did damage the landing gear.

On Sepl. 24, two weeks later
and the damage repaired, Gibson
made his second attempt, As press
reporters stood around expeclantly
Gihson and his helpers wheeled the
Twin-plane back onto the meadow.
He climbed into the saddle and
warmed up the engine,

With undue optimism, Gibson

* had mounted two 10-gallon gas tanks

above the engine, Intending to taxi
down the field, take off, and land
in Vancouver.

At Gibson’s signal, his helpers
let go and the Twin-plane bounced
across the meadow. Fifty feet later,
Gihson pulled the lever, raised the
elevator, and climbed quickly into
the air. He watched as the ground
dropped away below him and then
started to slide sideways under his
wings. In an atlempt to overcome the
cross-wind, Gibson shifled his body,
turning the rudders.

The Twin-plane swung around
but Gibson, in his confusion, had
turned the wrong way. With the wind
at its tail, the Twin-plane picked up
speed and its pilot watched helpless.
ly as a sland of oak trees rapldly
approached across the field. Com-
pletely bewildered, Gibson shut off
the engine and drifted to the ground.

Gibson was thrown clear as the
Twin-plane piled into the trees,
escaping without serious injury, but
his beloved Twin-plane was a wreck.
He had flown 200 feel, though, a
tremendous feat in those days for
an airplane of new design.

In those bricf 200 feet, W. W.
Gibson made the first flight in his-
tory of a Canadian-huilt airplane.

For a complete amateur who
taught himsell the theorics of acro-
dynamics by flying model aircraft,
William Wallace Gibson had done an
incredible job.

Among ils innovative features,
the Gibson Twin-plane boasted gull
wings, now often used for added
stability, baffle plates inside the gas
tanks to stop the fuel from surging
back and forth and now found in
almost all aircraft, and contra-rolat-
ing propellers mounted one behind
the other, driven directly [rom the
engine, and still found in use today.

During the winler of 1910-1911,
Gibson designed and built a new
airplanc. The Gibson Mulli-plane
was the result and the old Twin-plane
was scrapped. Gibson moved to the
mainland, anxious to get as far
away from oak trees as he could, and
continued his experiments in avia-
tion,




; Victoria Times

July 18, 1370 p.38.

ViCTOﬁlA B.C

'waumm WALLACE GIB
‘anp HIS TW!

N PLANE WITH

COUNTER ROTATING BLADES
C.x SEWEMBER 39

CGILHSON AND HIS PLANE were tion, as skepticisin was giving way to
deseribed in a 1910 article in the awe for

Times accompanied by
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men and their flying

Victoria Flight Pioneer
Got Scant Recognition

By PETER BEVIS

Scven  years  befure  the
Wright  Bréthers’  Oight, a
Victorian by the name of
Willidm Wallace Gibson was
putiing  aloft manned fiving
devices he had designed. The
“imen'" in this case were
gophers. F

Gibson also witnessed the
first air fatality in Canadian
history when cne of bis larger
craft — a kite — manned by
nine brave gophers crashed to
eurth killing all aboard.

After many years of experi-
nting on o Prairie farm
Gibson moved tw  Victoria
withh the dream of becoming
one of the first aviators in
Cunsda.
or nature's  plan was

ne'er 1)
That ma
should be =
And !
Lird would 1’izlr\9
Of nuture’s secrels vy

through  space

n

t a Joul, a

This potm aceompanied &
story aboult Gibson in the
Duaily Colonist. Tt indicates
he skepiieism which sur-
younded some of Gibson's and
other aviators' intentions to
{ly some 70 ycars ago.

Although  Gibson was not
‘the first to fly, his efforts
‘surpass those of Nova Scotia’s
‘J W, AMeCurdy whose SBilver
‘Dart flight in /199 was built
moslly in the United States.

i Gibsan's was the first all
 Canadian-efforL.

Time vindicated Gibson's
{aith and history acknowl-
“edges the miracle the un-
assuming Scot achieved one
‘gummer. norning in a quiet
! pasture near Mount Tolmie.

Gibson, like many aviation
pioneers  first experimented

i Ricsmaiinny

with kites. With each design
he leammed to keep his crea-
tions airbarne longer and so
spar them higher and higher,

At the time of Gibson’s
experiments, the Norih West
Mounted Police had authority
10 pick up any one reported
“gueer” and 1iake them to

_Regina. For fear of being

faken wway, Gibson kept his
experiments  secret,  Gossip
could travel fast and any
news of aeroplanes in those
days made good gussip — and
sounded like a queer idea.

Gihson, through a number
of had lusiness deals in
hardware, went bankrupt and
had to hali his experiments.
tightevn months later Gibson
invested in z gold mine and
prompiy made $10,000. Just
as promptly, he sold his share
of the mine 1o pay his debtors
and  eontinue  experimenting
with model aireraft, Gibson's
first plane engine proved
unsatisfactory, Undaunted, he
designed  a 1w o-cylinder,
six-cycle, air-cocled model
which proved to be adequate.

The 60-horsepower engine
was constructed at Hutchin-
son Brothers' machine shop in
Esquimalt, The engine was
the first of its kind built in
Canada, and now is displayed
in the National Museum at
Ollawa.

Gibson  hand-crafted  virw-
ally every part himself; even
the more than 100 bolts that
were bored hollow 1o xave
weight. Aller the engine was
fitted in the plane, Gibson
made two atlempts 1o get the
plane aloft but failed because
of strut trouble and propeller
problems.

On the evening of Sept, 10,
1910, the “twinplane’’ waited
in a circus tent near Mount
Tolmie.

The next morning an assist-
ant spun the propeller, the
engine rtoured to life, and
Gibson hopped in and took the
contrels of the aireralt. Soar-
ing skyward, the plane flew
200 feel.

When the engine slowed, the
plane glided in 1o complete
William Wallace Gibson's
first successful flight.

“loeal Aviator Makes
Acroplane And Flies”” was the
Dheadline in the Vicloria Daily
Times that evening.

Gibyon, however, mel only
ridicule and rudeness from
his friends. They laughed and
called him birdman.

Gibson had  spent  $20,000
proving that heavier-than-air
flght was feasible. He was
ihe sccond man in Canadian
history to {ly,

Yet the sleepy town of
Victoria remained unmoved.




Vietorian a Flying Pioneer

By DON VIPOND

How time flies. The pioneer-
ing Twin-Plane of W. W.
Gibson would fit snugly inside
the Boeing T47 Air Canada
tecently added to its Van-
couver-Toronto run.

Beth planes are giants in
their own right, Herewith a
respectful eomparison:

The Twin-Plane had two
complete wings, 20 feet tip to
lip and eight feet at the
widest, one set well behind
the other.

Paie blue waterproof silk
material (from Jeune Bros.)
covered the wings’ spruce
framework, Gibson attached
the wings to the fuselage,
such as it was, so they could
be shifted to obtain the best
centre of gravity for lift.

It was the first “‘gull wing'”
degign, with streamlined
spars. 3 :

W. W. GIBSON
» - « first hesitant hop

PR

Eaech wing rib had an
ingenious tube device to over-
come the problem of sagging
wing cover occasioned by
Victoria’'s sometimes sogg
climate, The tube could be
lengthened to produce a taut
cover for flight.

The $22 million Boeing 747
has a wingspan of almost 196
feet, is a shade over 231 feet
long. Its tail stands 6314 feet.
To clean the pilot’s windshield
somebody must climb the
equivalent of a three-storey
building, '

A man of average height
.can walk upright inside the
T7s main fuel tanks. Their
capacity (47.000 U.3, gallons)
is enough to run the average
family car for 80 years.

The 747 has room for 32
passengers in the first class
section, another 333 in the four
economy sections, The lounge,
reached by a spiral staircase,
seats 14,

[ @ o

Gibson’s seat in the Twin.
Plane was a- horse saddle,
stripped down to save weight,

Two _fuel tanks held 10
gallons (Imperial) each and
were fitted on each side and
well above the engine to
provide a good gravity feed.
They had baffle plates within
to prevent surging, another
“new-fangled” feature.

Landing
widely spaced hicycle wheels.

® ® o

The landing gear on the 747
totals 18 wheels, with each
wWheel, ftire and brake
assembly weighing 610 pounds.

Having one nose gear and
four main gear, not only must
the nose gear he steerable for
ground handling hut also two

gear was four

of the main gear. The ratio of
turn between them dis regu-
lated by a computer.
® ® ®

The Twin-Plane had a
kite-like elevator mounted up
front, eight feet by four feet
and controlled by a lever in
the pilot's hand. Gibson con-
trolled the two rudders at the
rear with a shoulder yoke.

But the pilot had no lateral
control, na ailerons, no verti-
cal tailfin.

® ® ®

The 747 will be automati-
cally guided from one des-
tination to another hy its
inertial navization system.
That will, for example. pre-

Gibsen’s Twin-Plane: Victoria flight a first for Canada.

cisely direet the aireraft from
Montreal to within 114 miles

of Paris where local naviga-

tion aids will take over for
approach to the airport.
® 9 ®

The engine Gibson designed
(rememdber, he made his
living as farmer, merchant,
miner and Dblacksmith)
showed great orizinality, re-
ports air  Thistorian Frank
Ellis,

It had six cylinders, was air-
cooled, obtained ignition by
battery through coill and
distributor. Like modern out-
hoards it had oil mixed with
the gas for internal lubrica-
tion,

were two  six-foot
propellors . fore and aft. a
radical departure, but Gib-
<on’s  successful solution to
the troublesome torgue
problem.

The engine
pounds,
horsepower, and proved to be
the first successful aireraft
engine- produced in Canuada.

L ® @

[t's no idle flattery to call

the. T47's engines hot. The jet

There

weighed 210

irbines operate at 2,100
tagrees Fahrenheit, Fach of
the four JTYD Pratt and

Thitney engines produces
15,600 pounds of thrust.
Kach has a maw almost

developed about 30 -

eight feet in diameter through
which it inhales 1,600 pounds
of air a minute.

The 747 has a fifth engine.
This auxiliary power unit is in
the tail cone and generates
1,100 horsepower. It starts the
other engines, powers the air
conditioning and supplies
electrical power on the
ground.

L ® L

The 747 and Twin-Plane are
identical in one respect. One
was and the other is piloted
by one man,

Awesome technology tends
1o mask this simple historical
truth: Progress is the story of
people who tried.

o




yesterday

It's a well-known fact that some small boys are notorious dreamers. Of

such a type was William Wallace Gibson who, in the ‘90s, arrived with his
parents on the plains of Saskatchewan. A long journey from his native
Ayrshire,

Long before the Wright brothers, Willie got the idea he could fly; so he

built himself a big kite with which he used to run info the breeze hoping
for-a lift-off. Probably now and again he got higher than tip-toe; we don‘t
“know. When he disisted it was mainly because he thought the neighbors
might pass word to his parents that their son was a bit of a weirdo.

When he reached manhood he came to Victoria (in 1907) to work in a
real estate office . . . still with that dream of getting into the air.

He enthused others, and the result was an airplane.

Spruce for the 20-foot wings came from a harbor miil.and was covered
with water-proof silk by Fred Jeune. The Hutchison brothers (Bob, Dan
and Tom) made the motor in their Bay Street shop alongside the VMD.
This was 1 6-cylinder job, developing 40 h.p. at 80 r.p.m. with a propellor
each end of the drive shaft.

: Wed . Moy 26/~
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BY CECIL CLARK

The undercarriage (four bicycle wheels) was built by Tom Plimley,
then just graduating from bicycles to automobiles.

On Sept. 8, 1910 the group got their dream-child out to the grassy
acreage bounded today by Richmond, Lansdowne and Shelbourne.
Gibson climbed into a western stock saddle which was lashed to the
chassis and, with a length of sash cord over each shoulder to handie the
rudder, the motor roared and he fook to the air. True, he only got 20 feet
off the ground, but he flew for 200 feet and made a landing. Marking the
first plane flight on Vancouver Island (second in B.C. ) in the first all-
Canadian plane.

If you happen to be in Ottawa you can see the Hutchison motor in the
Aeronautical Museum established by the National Research Council.

Spur for today’s recollection, by the way, comes from Mr. Clifton
McLean, 710 Cormorant, who asked where Gibson made his historic
flight. His curiosity, in turn, prompted by a brief commemorative item
put out by Canada’s Postmaster General . . . showing a sketch of the
plane. Which you see on the left. On the ngh? is the hisiortc alrfneld as it
Iooks today.

W0 UURPPIHIT RO0au
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It was about 22 years ago that | happened to notice (and photograph) a group of
model airplane enthusiasts indulging their hobby on the expanse of meadowland
bounded by Richmond, Lansdowne and Shelbourne. | thought it interesting mainly
because, aeronautically-speaking, they were on rather historic ground.

For it was from this same tract of land (later to become the Lansdowne airfield)
that William Wallace Gibson, on Sept. 24th, 1910, made the first airplane flight on
Vancouver Isfand in a bi-plane built right here in fown. Spruce for the 20-foot wings
came from a local mill, and covered with water-proof silk by Jeune Bros. The
engine, a é-cylinder, 2-cycle, air-cooled job that weighed 210 pounds and developed
: 50 horse power, was built by Hutchison brothers, and the undercarriage — four
bicycle wheels rigged on bicycle tubing, was the work of Thomas Plimley.

Gibson handled the rudder control with a couple of sash cords (one over each
shoulder) and, as none of the builders had ever seen a plane, the pilot took to the air
seated on a western stock saddle!
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Came the take off, the plane rose like a bird and Gibson circled the field at a height
of about 200 feet, then came in for a very nice landing. Unfortunately he didn’t take
info account a following wind which caused him to taxi into a clump of oaks,
whereupon he left the saddle and slid along the ground on his face. No personal in-
jury, but the plane was a write-off. Someone at the {ime suggested that if Gibson had
had stirrups he might have saved himself a skinned nose. But as any Air Canada
pilot will tell you today, this is probably a moot point.

And; by the way, for Air Canada pilots interested in the subject, they can see the
original Hutchison mator in the Aeronautical Museum established by the National
Research Councii at Ottawa.

It was in 1928 that the Lansdowne acreage became the first licensed airfield in
Canada, and a Customs-Immigration port of entry.

Today, of course, this historic site is devoted to school buildings and playing fields.
Picture on the right, taken a week or so ago, is from the same vuewpomt as the one on
the left.
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on windless davs towing a

_hamhon, using the spring Irnm a wir

- and fortune turncd

. He was

Whenever You See An A’irﬂdrie In

Canadian Skies, TIZZ?EL of William

Wallace Gibson .
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AI\'YONE wha dabhled fn flving 33 vears

agon, was Iit 1o be a bit “off” and

even tha friends of Gibson who met him
on the street epenly tidieuled him and manv
would hold out thelr arms as they passed
hiin end would go through the movements
of flapping them,

Gibson was born in Ayishive
and with his parents, as a bab;
katchewan when that provine
part of the Northwest Territories,

Ag a hay kita flying became his honby
ten as he tended his father's caltle he
would gallop his pony over the open preirie
2~ bhehind . just
jor the sheer pleasure of watching lis flight,
© As he grew to manhood he moved to the

- yillage of Balgonie, 15 miles east of Regina,
_where he bought out a general store and

spent much of his spare time experime
with large models of aircraft of his-own e
sign, patterncd much after the kites he had
flown, In 1804 he had considerable success

a type manufagtured with paper

hiind telier as the motive power ior the pros
peller.
Gradually
mind {5 des
man-carrying m

He Dared Dang‘ers of West Coast Seas
- aid Laler Found Soid fo Finaineg Afraall,

His first engine, a four-cylinder ztfair, was
almost compleied in 1903 when Gibson con-
tracted to build 42 miies of grade for the
srand Trunk Pacific, which. was pushing
through his district at that time,

Instcad of making a fortune he lost out
i_o the tune of $40,000 znd when he had {fin-

shed paying hig ""”"3 "c was minus store

vision grew and he sct hig
7 and building a full-sized
chine,

" and Iarm.

fhp meving 1007

the spring of 1807 he met a miner named
Locsy Grant who had a good gold préspect on
Elk ‘River, Vancouver Island,

broke, Grant oImcd me prospect io Gi

for $300. .
> Brought up on ILo prairie,. Glh‘f“l knew

nothing of the sea, but being an ?riuerlulom
soul he bought a 17-feot taunch, pr 4
it and with ?}m in cash e
look the oifer cver. e bad looked at ﬂnc
water Toute on a map and
Teealls, "It seemed =0 calm and pmcc.ul he
expected ‘10 difficultios,

The jo he made is a stor
cight days getting 1o his
.and’ he-lest 25 ]ml'&rl‘: on the way,
Pacilie oft

el st off

tal h2

He Deng red And

S
o %
3.
——
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Pe arrived in Viclnua In tha ‘a'i nf 1006
d her smile upon aim. In-

He also was
S

"Cibson's. first engine, slaried on §
prairies at Baolgenie- in. 1905, dnd
complated in Victorio, in 1508, Al-
iheugh unsuccessful, it paved tha -
way for o second engine, v-h]ch
turned cut 10 bz @ maosterpiece nf )
sign and constructisn.

engine, begun In Saskatchewan and. com-
pleted in Vietoria, did not come up to expecia-
tions, In Gibson's own recent explanation:

© "It jumped avound like a chicken with
its head chopped off” Nothing daunted, ke
set to with a will to bulld a bc—;ter,

TP‘re“-qu\mcr
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shou}d be nofed,

plare built and flown
ttached to-the front end reor of 1

bson Twin-

By
Frank H Ellis

April 18,

The sezand engine built by Gibson,
ond the {irst aircraft of a successful
‘nature ever to be built in the Démin-
ion. This is ona with which he ac-
complished rumerous flights in his
two aircraft during’ 19]0 and: 19] I

and insisted that wes
t, &0 they mok on the job,

mﬂ, nm all the other par!s-
st and finished tight i

Mareh,
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ion of Canada.
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lew of the Gitson Twin-plane built ond flown near Victoria, In

1-Qirscrews cttached to the front and rewr of the single engine

i

(s fs tha sccond in # geries of ar ‘m‘u L
age of British Celumbia by Frank Ellis, The first
apveared 18 The Vancouver Dm!y Provirce 3’69&""”‘ af
April 15, Others 1cill foliow at'a

s
tha Fluing.

Inter date. .

. 1-" ife L.,

2ULL OY u-‘G:un,'
iraft of a successful
“rbuilt in the Domin-
1 with which he ac-
“erous flights in his
o 1??0 ard 1911,

er and insisfed ﬂmr u'
len um.- fook on the job,

as rpado Ly Gill Brothere;
luminum. crankease was

all-the other parts were -
!nished right in Victoria.
fwas shown by Gibson
hen it way completed in
! tests came up o every

cxpectation. It weighed 210 pounds, and
developed between 46 and 60-h.p,, and records
have proved it to be the very Iirst su-cessful
aircraft engine ever producsd in the Domin-
jen of Canada. :

It was designed to drive TWO alr screws,
in Iront snd cne behmd a very radm\!

B s R
ta" any other.m

Tieved o be it
nywhere in the

e

14,
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Wor

eie Alraafl tYBl‘ Builf in.

ed And Tes.-ﬂown
foria. B.Q

During ihe fabricailon of tie engine, the
airplane itself had graduvaily been taking
shape, The Inventor termed it the “Gibson
Twin-Plane” and it had a great many original
features incoiporaled in its design,

Attached  to two staunch, hrae
frame beams, were tandem wings of eve
dimensiors, being of Z0-foot span: from tip

wellhraced -

to tip, with a width of eight feet at their’

widest paint, - - : : :
. They were of “gull wing” design, the first
such form ever used, and were covered with
a “waterproot silk mateua! obtalned from
tent manufacturers of Victeria, :

At Iast the momentouse dzy arrived and
the craft was ready fof testicg: It was dis.
mantled and moved by herse and wagon to a

o e

" greater. than he anticipated, and before he

L

“flown

eToss. wmd was bly
-afier 2 run of oniy 50 I@et the machine rose

_Influeniced hirn 10 rcdec;lzn his entire machine.

“hop of ihe
~wwhizh was only: 129 feet, and the first flight

WILLIAM WALL-‘\LL. LalBSON
desigiwr and buiider of two suc.
‘cesstul Cancdlcn pioreer air- -
craft  His genids and inventive-
‘ness snou=d have brought hlm
world-wide acciaim, :

farge, grassy meadow on the Dean Farm,
near Mount Tolmie; which today, fltung]y
enough, forms part of the Lansdowne Air-
PCfl'[. a o 7 4 .

The first flight on September:8, 1910, was -
of short duration; and altheugh the distance
is ‘not nl.m..;, reporis of the flight
were published in the newspapers, the land.
ing gear was slightly damaged in land: 2,
breventing further {rials until Qrptembnr .
At 4 o'clock in the l"ﬁG‘{ﬂlu;_.,, west

he signalled ms heu:lera to u_t go. A
i over the ficld,

anc

Niohilv off the oratmd on’ -

mamrAd s

a7,
Being unaccustomed to the intricacy of

;'t"m Eugut Gibson became a bit COnxUQ“d
nr-l ﬂnrnﬂ 1hn mnn‘wlnf\

towards d large stand of trees, Fearme a
crash, he shut off the engine, and made a
perfect landing, after iiying a distance of-
201 feet, which s verified by acaounts
pubh‘:hed at the time. 4

The momertum of his machine carried
it with considerable impact info a particiz-
lariy sturdy ozk, a‘ﬂd the alrman left his
s2at 1o conciude his fiight 1or some 20 feet
without the aid. af hlS ma h,ne.

After This Experlence and Study Gibsnn
Decided fo Redesign Enfire Machine.

He reccived only & severe shaking up and
some cuts, but the machine was

wan

""5‘

‘damaged. Gibson hoped to repair it without

undue loss of tirhe, but the damage was

decided on what course to take, he obtained
on flying, entitied “Artificial and .
Watural Flicht™ n by Sir Hiram Maxim,
d “hig 1dose: and

Al Tasl

Az n snnsequence furiher tests were mot

e [ollowing year, -and they were
irst on the farm at Ladner, cwned
. T. W. Paterson, Lleutenant-Governor
Coiumbia, and later at Calgary,
where very successful ilights were made.
Although Gibson's longest- flight in 1910
was oniy 201 feet, it was an accomplishment
of first inagnitude.. Compare it with ihie fiist
Wright brothers, at Kitty Hawk,

in England m ade by A, V. Roc in June, 1008,
of less than 100 fect. ; ;
Santos Dumont flew only 200 . feet,” to
make the first heavier-thanair -flight in
Europe in 1908, so Gibson's flight rightfully
takes its nla:.e as an outstanding pioneer
effors, and it s greatly to be regretted that

- Canada p sed iarrmy over his C‘:puﬂ'ﬂe"}ts

ooarded;

and clima

will bhe de

a {
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dels of aircraft of his own de-
d much after the kites he had
)4 he had considerable success
manufactured with paper and
z the spring from a window-
: the motive power for the pro-

his vision grew and he set his
ining and building a full-sized
machine,

-Dangers of West Coast Seas
ound Gold fo Finance Aircraft.
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Gibson’s first engine, started on the
prairies at Balgonie in 1905, and
completed in Victorig, in 1908.  Al-
though unsuccessful, it paved the
way for a second engine, which
fyrned out to be a masterpiece of de-

..... e e e e R

Three-quarter view of the G

mAerarman in docion ta anv ather

ibson Twin-plane built and flown near Victoria, in

1910. The two airscrews attached to the front and rear of the single engire

should be noted.

By
rank H. Ellis
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This is the sccond in o reries of articles on the Flying
Heritage of Rritish Columbia by Frank Ellis. The first
appeared in The Vancouver Daily Province Magazine of
April 14, Others will follow at'a later date.
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expectation. It weighed 210 pounds, and
developed between 40 and 60-h.p,, and records
have proved it to be the very first sucecessful
aireraft engine ever produced in the Domin-
ion of Canada. .
It was designed to drive TWO air screws,
- one in front and cne behind, a very .radical
advance in design to any other machine of
that date, and believed to be the first time
it was adapted anywhere in the world. -

The First Complete Aircraft Ever Built in
Canada le Finiched And Test-Flown

WILLIAM WALLACE GIBSON,
designer and builder of two suc-
cessful Canadian pioneer air-
craft. His genius and inventive-
ness - should have brought him
world-wide acclaim,

large, grassy meadow on the Dean Farm,
near Mount Tolmie, which today, fittingly
enough, forms part of the Lansdowne Air-
port, i ;

The first flight on September 8, 1910, was
of short duration; and although the distance
flown is not known, reports of the flight
were published in the newspapers, the lamd-
ing gear was slightly damaged in landimz,
preventing further trials until September 21

At 4 o'clock in the morning, westein {lyving
history was made. The engine was started
up. Gibson took his place in the machine and
he signalled his helpers to let go. A light
cross-wind was blowing over the field, amnd
after a run of only 50 feet, the mackine rese
lightly off the ground and soared away.

Being unaccustomed to the intriency of |
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= 21Wg-TIying machine,

He Dared.Dangers of West Coast Seas
and Later Found Gold fo Finance Aircraff.

His first engine, a four-cylinder affair, was

mnost completed in 1905 when Gibson con-
wcted to build #2 miles of grade for the
-and Trunk Paeific, which was pushing
rough his distriict at that time.

Instead of malking a fortune he lost out

the tune of $4,000 and when he had fin-
qed paying his debts he was minus store
d farm.

With what mueney he had left he decided
pull up stakes mnd mdved out to the Pacific
ast to start anews,

He arrived in Wictoria In the fall of 1906
d fortune turnesd her smile upon him, In
e spring of 1977 he met a miner named
cky Grant who Inad a good gold prospect on
k River, Vancowmver Island. He also was
oke. Grant offewed the prospect to Gibson
r S500.

Brought up om the prairie, Gibson knew
ithing of the sea, but being an adventurous
ul he bought a 17-foot launch, provisioned
and with S390 fm cash set off northward te
7k the offer ow<r.
iter route on = map and as he himself

He had looked at the .

calls, “It seemed? so calm and peaceful” he -

pected no difficaulties.

The journey he made is a story unto itself.
> was eight days getting to his destination,
id he lost 25 pounds on the way, The
wifie. off the west coast of Vancouver
land is noted for §ts violence, and apparently

particularly wesented a landlubber’s
trusion on -that wccasion. '

He met Locky, was shown the mine, and
though it was the first “hole in the ground”
- had ever seen, @& deal was made.

Before the seaxon was over, Gibson had
ought out a gol& brick worth $1200, and on
e strength of that he was able to scll the
ine for $1800(: cash, and with this new
pital he at onces resumed his experiments
ith aircraft im an endeavor i{o conguer
e alr.

It was the yemar 1908, there was mo one
tfurn to for adwice, and it was truly tough
iing, every simgle part had first to be
signed, and them made by hand, Further
odels were ‘buiElt, on a much more pre-
ntious scale than these made at Balgonie,
wd they were test-flown at Beacon Hill Park
fore Gibson firmally settled on the type he
cided was best #tted for the design of his
! size machine.

Delays were imnumerable and his capital
minished at a frightening speed. The first

prairies at Balgonie in 1905, and
completed in Victorig, in 1908. Al-
though unsuccessful, it paved the
way for a second engine, which
tarned out to be a masterpiece of de-
sign and construction,

engine, begun In Saskatchewan and come
pleted in Victoria, did not come up to expecta-
tions, in Gibson’s own recent explanation:

“Tt jumped around like a chicken with
fts head chopped off.” Nothing daunted, he
set to with a will to build a better,

The First Complete Aireraft Ever Built In
Canada Was Designed and Fabricafed
. In Brifish Columbia,
This time it was a six-cylinder, alr-cooled
motor of very original design, Gibson went
to Hutchinson Bros, machine shop In Victoria

and asked them to do part of the job.
Being a two-cycle engine, Dan Hutehinson

laughed, and ‘said it would never work, Gib-

englne built by Gibson,
and the first aircraft of a successful
‘nature ever to be built in the Domin-
“ion. This is one with which he ac-
complished numerous flights in his
two aircraft during 1910 and 1911,

son was firm, however, and insisted that was
the way he wanted it, so they took on the job,

The ¢rankshaft was made by Gill Brothers
in New York, the aluminum crankcase was
cast in Seattle, but all the other parts were
patterned, cast and finished right in Victoria.

Great originality was shown by Gibson

In its design, and when it was completed in

March, ;910, running tests came up to every

that date, and believed to be the first time
it was adapted anywhere in the world,

The First Complefe Aircraft Ever Builf in
Canada s Finished And Tesi-Flown
At Vidoria, 8.C.

During the fabricatiorf.of the engine, the
airplane itself had gradually been taking
shape. The inventor termed it the “Gibson
Twin-Plane” and it had a great many original
{eatures incorporated in its design.

- Attached to two staunch, wellbraced
frame beams, were tandem wings of even
dimensions, being of 20.foot span from tip
to tip, with a width of eight feet at their
widest point,

They were of “gull wing” design, the first
such form ever used, and were covered with
a waterproot silk material, obtained from
tent manufacturers of Victoria.

At last the momentous day arrived and
the craft was rcady for testing. It was dis-
mantled and moved by horse and wagon to a

Up. Lx1050N 100K 11S pilace in tne md«
he signalled his helpers to let go.
cross-wind was blowing over the J
after a run of only 50 fcet, the mac
lightly off the ground and soared a.

Being unaccustomed to the int
actual flight, Gibson became a bit
when he noted the machine was
towards a large stand of trees. F
¢rash, he shut off the engine, and
perfect landing, after flying a dis
201 feet, which is werified by
published at the time,

The momentum of his machin«
it ‘with considerable impact into =
larly sturdy oak, and the airman
seat to conclude his flight for som
without the aid of his machine.

_After This Experlence and Study
Decided fo Redesign Enfire Mac

He received only a severe shakin
some cuts, but the machine w:
damaged. Gibson hoped to repair it
undue loss of time, but the dam

" greater than he anticipated, and t

decided on what course to take, he
a book on flying, entitled “Artif
Natural Flight,” written by Sir Hirar
and this completely changed his !
jnfluenced him to redesign his entire

As a consequence further tests
held until the following year, and t
conducted first on the farm at Ladnc
by Hon, T. W. Paterson, Lieutenant-
of British Columbia, and later at
where very successful flights were 1

Although Gibson's longest fligh
was only 201 feet, it was an accom:
of first magnitude. Compare it with
hop of the Wright brothers, at Kit’
which was only 129 feet, and the f:
in England made by A, V. Roe in J
of less than 100 feet.

Santos Dumont flew only 200
make the first heavier-than-air
Europe in 1906, so Gibson's flight
takes its place as an outstanding
effort, and it is greatly to be regr
Canada passed lightly over his ex
without having ihem officially recor

The experiences, difficulties and
Gibson's 1911 flying activities w:
seribed in the next article of this sc




i S
Ry

o
A sl

TR AR

R

B
SRk

o0
it

e

3l
i

R

o
il
b}

] B R AR

o

5 o 50

o 0y
P g

e

i

T B et
‘ﬁ}}'i;’lér&gn.

25
'l e

. came 10 Saskatchewan as a 3

-2 working model alrglane us

e

[ty

TR T

Gizson House, 1 Clarenca Street
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The house 5t 148 Clarence Stree! is the former
Wiliiam Wallecs Givson residente, 1 is & Lypical
Italianate two-storey structure built around 1855,
with seme later additions, William Gibsen, how-
ever, was by no means a tvpical resident.
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Air pioneer mounted a saddle on his maiden flight

Unseethad, Gihenn improved on his desion
and built a six-¢3 ing. His i
demonstration. flights at Kamioops snd at Lo
gary the follow ng veor bul, owing Lo sty o
costly crashes end the urging of Bis wite  «
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h}ch_promntes aviation; especi
e teachmg and enjoyment of

‘general aviatlon »* And that incl d
d home-builders — like Gibson w

ancy-of ﬂyl
on landing. 2
55 Appa.rentl th
: afs befomthehlstoncalﬂxgh made thep pers :

- Multi- plane, using the same successful engine but with =
only one propeller instead of the original two. .- 4

Fittingly, the slx-cychnder Gibson engme is preser-' 3 .

- : ved in the National Air Museum in Ottawa | 3
Gibson worked mostly in isolation, unaware of the

chievements bemg made i !.he U.S. and Europé b
othet aviation pioneers
“Every metal part.ofithe ( ). I
* myself,” he wrote in the 1959 volume of Saskatchews
tory, which commemorated his earlylife at Balgo
just east of. Regm ere as a farm boy he fle

complete alrplane with powerﬂpla.n

-'fhad alot more nerve.&a.n I have mda

a MODELU-’Hrst-Ca_nadi_an powered plane, built by a Victoria genius,
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W.W. Gibson

The first successful all-Canadian airplane was built in Victoria, in the
coach house behind 146 Clarence Street in James Bay. The spruce wings
and airframe were designed by 35-year-old William Wallace Gibson, who
had arrived in Victoria in 1907 to work in real estate, but tinkered with
airplanes in his spare time. Fred Jeune on Johnson Street provided the silk
for the wings, Tom Plimley built the undercarriage with four bicycle
wheels, and the Hutchinson brothers designed and built the engine at
their Bay Street shop near the Victoria Machinery Depot. A western stock
saddle strapped to the airframe in front of the engine was the pilot’s seat.

Gibson worked on the plane through the summer of 1910, then hauled

it to a flat, grassy field north of Richmond Street, between Shelbourne
and Lansdowne. On September 8, 1910, he managed a takeoff and flew
the plane 200 feet. It was the first flight in British Columbia. The
engine —distinctive for the two counter-rotating propellers at opposite
ends of the crankshaft—is now on display at the National Aeronautical
Museum in Ottawa. The engine’s configuration gave Gibson's contrap-
tion the nickname ““The Twin Plane.”” Gibson went to the United States to
pursue his aviation interests, and after a long career died in Oakland, Cal-
ifornia in November, 1965, aged g1.

The first all-Canadian airplane
was built by William Gibson in
the coach house behind 146
Clarence Street in 1910. He
disassembled it, loaded it onto a
wagon, and pulled it by horse-
power to a grassy meadow on the
Dean Farm near Mount Tolmie,
later part of the Lansdowne
airport, for its maiden flight.
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BOTTOM: MARTIN TESSLER

COYER AND TOP: BREMT HUMPHREYS GENTRE: MARNIE BURKHART
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Westerly Bush pilots no more.

Western Standard Time Your regional calendar.
Mysterious West Win a weckend getaway.
West Dressed The cowboy boot.

Best Western New books from new writers.
Western Star The world's fastest bike sculptor.
By Ross Crockford

FEATURES

Home Sweet Slough {cover}
Life in a place that's truly like no other.
By Sandy Wilson

Extreme Décor {/omes)
The design equivalent of street luge.
By Lila MacLellan

Behold The Noble Fish {fo0d}

Can this man turn Cowtown into Fishtown? By
Anne Suche 54 Wine Pairings Meet umami.
By Sid Cross

Bust That Zone { gardens}

10 terrific plants you thought you couldn’t grow.
By Alex Waterhouse-Haywvard

The Highway Less Travelled {¢ravel}
Rethinking the Trans-Canada (and Moose Jaw,
too). By Jim Sutherland

DEPARTMENTS
Editor’s Note New and improved us. :
0[]8" House The pred-d-terre. By David Leidl

The Garden Bad soil, good garden.
By Cynthia Cushing

Backroads An extremely alternate route to
Whistler. By Michael McCullough

The Wests Frank and Debbie, Alrstream

adventurers.
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Prairie schooner;

The-Dontianen 1, which was built
to be captained down the
Saskatchewan River and across
the Atlantic to Finland.
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s
ous that four dividedfanes

rectly at the horizon could rival
two-lane routes more closely resembling a

drunken ant’s passage across Pamela
Anderson? Sceptical that a journey begin-
ning in Moose Jaw and ending in Moosomin
could be of interest to anyone other than
antler-bearing ruminants? Unaware that here
lies a blend of history and anecdote so
colourful that the only way to do it justice is
through the use of animatronic characters?
Clearly you have some reading to do,

Our trail begins a few kilometres south of
Moose Jaw, at the Sukanen Ship Museum,
an appropriately rough-hewn shrine to one
of the saddest stories in Canadian history.
The year was 1931, the prairies were a dust-

Tt

iled wheat and the meat of his
»one by one, they died. By 1941 the
Donfignen 1 was finally ready to sail but
Sukanen, unfortunately, was not. He was
committed to a mental hospital, where short-
Iyafter he died.
The Sukanen epic took place some 200
kilometres northwest of this spot, but it
£ Eé_?seemed only too appropriate that his ship,
. symbol of hopeless desperation that it is, ulti-
mately landed in Moose Jaw. Here was a city
that as late as 1906 reigned as Saskatchewan’s
largest, a serious rival to Calgary and
Edmonton as the biggest metropolis between
Winnipeg and the Pacific. But a year earlier,
Regina had been named capital of the new
province, and in years to follow Saskatoon
would get the university, Prince Albert the
penitentiary and, as if that weren’t bad
enough, Weyburn and North Battleford the
big mental hospitals. So many battles were
lost that, after a succession of floods forced
the bulldozing of a choice residential area in
the 1970s, there were fears that Moose Jaw
would become, at best, a low-cost bedroom
suburb for burgeoning Regina, 45 minutes
to the east,
But a funny thing happened on the way
to the 21st century. Whereas pretty much
every other western Canadian downtown

suddenly seemed interesting,

No one quite remembers when the light
bulb went on, but about a decade ago Moose
Jaw suddenly realized that something could
be made of its unseemly past, Al Capone and
his boozin’ buddies may or may not have laid
low there between gangland slayings, and
Chinese immigrants may or may not have
hidden from uncaring officialdom in tun-
nels that, when it comes to that, may or may
not have honeycombed the subterrain. But
there’s no disputing that a well-travelled jour-
nalist of the day described the downtown
quarter as resembling New Orleans for the
liveliness of its street life or that a long-serv-
ing police chief was as skillful as any Huey
Long crony when it came to looking the
other way.

A modest tunnels tour was already up and
running when a Moose Jaw native named
Danny Guilhume returned from Vancouver
for a visit and recognized the potential. By
the summer of 2000, his company had ele-
vated The Tunnels of Moose Jaw to a very
different level, complete with actors and ani-
matronic characters playing coolies, gang-
sters and honky-tonk piano players.
Eyebrows were raised here and there about
the sudden extent of the hitherto barely
detected underground labyrinth, but in its

Sometimes there is less to a road than mests the eye. The same can definitely not he
said of the Trans-Canada between Moose Jaw and Moosomin. By Jim Sutheriand

bowl, and all around Finnish homesteader
Tom Sukanen people were packing up their
steamer trunks and taking the first train out.
Sukanen decided to leave as well, but his
mode of transportation was going to be
somewhat different. In a secluded coulee
more than a thousand kilometres from the
nearest tidewater, he began to build a ship,
which he intended to captain down the
Saskatchewan, through to Hudson Bay, out
into the Arctic and across the Atlantic to his
homeland, For 10 years he laboured on it,

was torn down and rebuilt in various shades
of precast concrete, poor forgotten Moose
Jaw had to make do with edifices dating back
to its turn-of-the-century heyday. Mean-
while, deeply suppressed memories were
beginning to surface about what that hey-
day had been like, Moose Jaw, it turned out,
once had a nasty case of split personality.
Proper and upright on the hill, it was a
major-league party town down on River
Street. And, in a province that had never
lacked for sanctity, it was River Street that

first full year the operation attracted more
than 100,000 patrons from around the world.

Vice can be nice, but it was far from the
only thing Moose Jaw discovered it had going
for it. At one time a market-going farmer’s
Saturday on the town might have involved
a swimin the naturally heated mineral waters
of the Natatorium followed by dancing at
Temple Gardens, a splendid downtown hall.
Over the years, the Nat had sprung a leak and
the Gardens had been torn down, but the
water source—accidentally discovered while
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drilling for oil—remained, and there was
nothing wrong with the Temple Gardens
name. More light bulbs went on, and today
the six-year-old Temple Gardens Mineral
Spa lends the city an unexpected touch of
luxe, As for those flooded-out
neighbourhoods, they've become
Wakamow Park, a charming and
unquestionably unique prairie
ecosystem in that it is vegetated by
block upon block of perennial beds
and landscaping material gone wild.
Back downtown, construction crews
are busy on a casino of Vegas-like
proportions and—yikes—architec-
tural restraint to open later this year,
while the old Army & Navy store and
adjacent Capital Theatre are on their
way to becoming a $7.4 million arts
centre. When completed, it will
become the home of, among other
things, the province’s writers’ festi-
val, the Saskatchewan Festival of
Words, which runs for the sixth time
this summer from July 25 to 28. All
this in overlooked and outmanoeu-
vred Moose Jaw, population 33,000
and holding just fine, thank you.

On the highway again, you can’t
make the drive to Regina without
thinking about Saskatchewan’s most
infamous murder, that of JoAnn
Wilson. Colin Thatcher, a cabinet
minister and the son of a former pre-
mier, was ultimately found guilty of
the crime and still languishes in jail.
But the outcome of the trial that
transfixed the province in the fall of
1984 was too close to call, and to send
Thatcher away, the jury had to con-
vince itself that he managed the drive
from Regina at speeds approaching
160 kph. Could he possibly have dri-
ven that fast? Stare down those unob-
structed four lanes and you’ll
probably agree with the jury that he
could have.

From Regina, it is perhaps a half-hour to
Balgonie and the first example of what will
become a familiar type—the small town
resembling those idealized visions of rural
Ontario or the American Midwest once
found in grade-school readers: here a church
and steeple, there veranda-clad homes on
elm-treed byways, here a main street lined
with brick facades. And perhaps there’s a
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- story lurking behind one of those storefronts
that also should have been in our Grade 5
readers. After all, it was from a rooftop here
that experiments were launched that led to
the first ever flight of a Canadian-built plane.

Moose Jaw now and then: Top: The downtown is
rather like Victoria. Above: In 1912, New Orleans was
the apt comparison.

The Bird Man of Balgonie, as William
Wallace Gibson would later call himself,
came to the prairies early—so early that a
good part of his childhood was spent with
the only other children in the area, the boys
from the nearby camp of the Cree chief
Piapot. Later, he recalled wishing he had been
born an Indian, so favourably did the happy
hunting-ground anticipated by his playmates

compare to the Presbyterian Hell his parents
promised him.

Still, Gibson was essentially an upward-
looking lad. At an early age he began to
experiment with Kites, often attaching to

them baskets manned with gophers
snared for the occasion. A careful
observer, he noted that he could keep
the rodents up only about an hour,
“because some of them became death-
ly sick, and when I brought them
down they sat on the grass with their
eves half closed for about two min-
utes before they scampered off to find
their holes” Inevitably, these experi-
ments led to accident—the plunge of
a kite from high altitude, with the/
attendant loss of nine gopher passen-
gers. “I believe that was the first air
casualty in Canada,” recorded Gibson.
In 1903, after hearing of the Wright
brothers’ successful flight, and with
little more to draw upon than the
technology he had developed flying
his kites, Gibson set out to build an
airplane of his own, restricting his
experiments to night lest people think
he was crazy. By the summer of 1904,
having already flown a scale model
successfully, he started work on his
airplane, only to set it aside for a con-
tract helping to construct the new
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. That
enterprise cost him three years and
~$40,000, ultimately chasing him to
Victoria for a fresh start. It was there,
in 1910, that he made his short but
triumphant flight.
" Heading east from Balgonie, vou'll
have a decision to make: barrel on
through via the Trans-Canada or veer
north to link up with the Qu'Appelle
Scenic Tour. If the latter, perhaps this
is the time to take off the John Deere
cap and replace it with a beret, as for
more than a century the Qu’Appelle
has been a well-spring of prairie cul-
ture. At the bottom of this deep valley lie the
waters that inspired the poet Pauline Johnson;
also that the first Saskatchewan painters of
note retreated to, their old-country training
having proved unequal to the task of repre-
senting the flat plains above. More recently,
the water colourists have been replaced by
people such as Métis multimedia artist
Edward Poitras, who in March was one of

BUOTTOM: MOOSE JAW PUBLIC LIBRARY
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seven Canadian artists awarded a Governor
General’s Award in Visual and Media Arts.
If the poet Johnson has a 21st-century equiv-
alent, it may be Trevor Herriot, who in 2000’
River in a Dry Land addressed the ecology
of the valley in such depth and with
such unprosaic style that he was a
finalist for a Governor General’s
Award. As it happens, Herriot and
Poitras are mainstays of an impor-
tant new exhibition, Qu'Appelle:
Tales of Two Valleys, which in June
moves to Saskatoon’s Mendel Gallery
{and from there to Regina’s
MacKenzie) after opening at the
McMichael in Coburg, Ontario.
Back on the Trans-Canada, the
town of Wolseley, with its brick store-
fronts, second-Empire architecture
and pretty little lake, is an appropri-
ate setting for Banbury House, a bed
and breakfast contained within an
impressive 19th-century mansion.
Until two years ago, it was paired with Le
Parisien, which for 18 years served up fine
French cooking. Over the years many have
wondered how the food of the French aris-

tocracy landed in these parts. The answer is
that, at least the first time around, it came
with the French aristocracy. In fact, a large

group of nobles settled near Whitewood,
another 70 kilometres along the Trans-

Air travel, take one: 77illiam Gibson and top-hatted
Sriend with an early model of what, surprisingly enough,
later became a successful flying machine.

Canada in 1886. Eastern Saskatchewan might
benefit from their worldy charm today had
leadership not passed in 1889 to Count Yves
de Roffignac, who demonstrated a spectac-

ular talent for mismanagement. A partial list
of disasters during his watch included the
raising of sheep by the well-bred principals
of the Maison Pleyel and Wolf piano-man-
ufacturing firm, the establishment of a
gruyere cheese factory by a partner-
ship consisting of a viscount and the
son of a wealthy champagne-maker,
and the cultivation of chicory by two
Belgian brothers. Twice the Van
Brabants introduced chicory/coffee
blends onto the market, only to fail
after the drink proved all but
unpotable due to their reluctance to
dilute the chicory (which thrived)
with sufficient amounts of expensive
coffee. By the turn of the century the
nobles were gone, and the huge set-
tlement, which extended at one point
some 65 kilometres from north to
south, had passed into other hands.
though ILa

Rolanderie was, the joie de vivre it
lent the areas is remembered with affection,

Grand failure

Several counts were important members of
Whitewood’s accomplished town band.
Count Henri de Soras was known for his
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beautiful flower garden, and Count de
Beaulincourt for his paintings. Magnificent
balls at the Whitewood Hotel (which is still
in use) brought prestige to the town.

But the true highlights of the social sea-
son revolved around horses and horse
racing, and regular meets at La
Rolanderie attracted a colourful
crowd. An early observer describes
Indians in festive attire on one side,
racially mixed groups of settlers near-
by, and then, a bit farther on, the
French aristocrats in “faultless riding
attire, ensemble complete to crop and
martingale.”

Left unmentioned, but no doubt
present on such a jolly occasion, were
the British counterparts of the French
aristocrats, the gentry of nearby
Cannington Manor, who easily
matched the French in extravagance.
Cannington began as the scheme of
one Captain Edward Michell Pierce,
who, following a ruinous bank failure, emi-
grated to Canada in the candid hope of liv-
ing a life of ease on very little money. A word

in the ear of Prime Minister Macdonald

secured for Pierce a large tract of land near
Moose Mountain, south of Moosomin.
There he conceived the idea of an agricul-
tural college, to which young men of good
breeding but troublesome demeanour could

Across the Coulee: The [llingworth Kerr painting is
part of o Qu'Appelle show opening June 14 at Saskatoon’s
Mendel and later at Regina’s MacKenzie.

be sent for 100 pounds a year.

In this enterprise Pierce did a brisk but
not always profitable business, owing to the
disinclination of the pupils to do the work

expected of them. “I was glad when the
young gentlemen took to tennis,” said their
Scottish instructor, “so that I could get on
with the work.”

The tone of Cannington Manor improved
markedly when the discovery of a
rich new vein of ore in an old iron
mine abruptly changed the circum-
stances of former pupils Emest and
Billie Beckton and their brother
Bertie. Ernest immediately married
one of Pierce’s many daughters, then
built a 22-room stone mansion
complete with ballroom and bil-
liards hall for his new bride.
Meanwhile, Billie set out to create a
first-class racing stable, a quest that
was quickly accomplished follow-
ing the purchase of a string of
American thoroughbreds, includ-
ing a stud with two Kentucky Derby
winners in its pedigree.

Although hospitality at Canning-
ton Manor was of a more raucous nature
than that of La Rolanderie, the settlement
did not lack for distinguished visitors. Well
thought of was a young Whitewood lawyer




named David Lloyd George, who went on to
make something of a name for himself as a
British prime minister. Cultural life was stim-
ulated by visits from the poet Tennyson—
Bert Tennyson, nephew of the poet laureate
and a resident of Moosomin, Could
Bert be looked back upon as perhaps
the poet laureate of eastern Assiniboia
Territory? The following example of
Tennyson's art is addressed to a friend
in England:

The world is fair in this new land,
and vet I envy you,

For we have not the primrose fair,
and though ’tis just as blue

The violet in exile here throws out
a scentless bloom,

The rose is fair as England’s rose,
but has not it’s perfume.

Remittance men like those at
Cannington Manor clearly formed an impor-
tant social class during the 1880s, Back in the
Qu'Appelle Valley, north of Grenfell, yet
another unlikely village was founded on the
regular remittance cheques of one George

Audley Edward Hyde. At its largest, Hydes
personal village housed several dozen inhab-
itants and included a hotel, a store, a post
office and several other businesses. When the
cheques suddenly stopped arriving, Hyde tore

French horns: Counts from La Rolanderie gave the
Whitewood band a certain je ne sais quoi.

everything down in order to build a tobog-
gan slide—the beginnings, he apparently
expected, of a lucrative winter resort. Hyde's
village has disappeared virtually without a
trace, but remnants of La Rolanderie may be

%. 9

found a few kilometres south of Whitewood;
ask directions in town. Cannington Manor,
about an hour’s drive south of Moosomin or
Whitewood, is preserved as a provincial his-
torical park.

With the car set on cruise control,
vou will have time to wonder how it
was that this countryside, pleasant
though it may be, became such a mag-
net for Europe’s monied classes.
Probably, as Saskatchewan farmers
have long been wont to do, the answer
is to blame the CPR. When the
transcontinental railway was pushed
through in 1883, settlement quickly
followed, especially in the compara-
tively verdant lands of southern
Manitoba and southeastern Saskatch-
ewan. But within a vear or two, a
recession slowed the migration dra-
matically, leaving much of the expanse
between Regina and the coast as wild
frontier, So, while large blocks of land were
available throughout the west in the years
leading up to the turn of the century, taking
up residence in most of them would have
involved considerable risk and deprivation,

12,483
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whereas the countryside east of Regina
seemed almost cosy. Now, which option
would the useless son of a banker or cham-
pagne merchant be more likely to choose?

A short detour north of Moosomin along
Highway 8 will bring you to Spy Hill
and another phenomenon that arose
out of a historical disconnect. By the
1930s, cars were ubiquitous and
Saskatchewan already possessed more
miles of road than any other province.
Unfortunately, for four months of the
year, snowfall rendered most roads
unreliable at best, and people had to
leave behind the automobile age they
thought they lived in and revert to their
horses. In Quebec the same situation
led to the development of tracked
Bombardier snow machines and, ulti-
mately, Canada’s most successful
industrial concern. We can only won-
der what might have happened in
Saskatchewan if similarly budding
industrialists such as Spy Hill’s Karl Lorch
and Robert Fudge back in Moosomin had
not chosen to use technology that was far
more advanced.

A tracked vehicle? Lorch tried that but
rejected it as too ponderous. Instead, the
made-in-Saskatchewan solution was to
mount airplane propellors on the backs of
sophisticated, aerodynamic sleighs. Capable

Bombardier beater: Snow planes such as this
Lorchin Spy Hill were much faster than the Quebec com-
pany’s tracked vehicles.

of 60 miles an hour, and in some cases even
convertible to wheeled use come spring, these
snow planes were in many ways superior to
their Quebec competitors. Then again, they

were noisy, dangerous and considerably
slowed by warmer temperatures. While
Fudge and Lorch each produced and sold
several hundred vehicles, and other local
companies pitched in with a few hundred
more, all were forced to cease pro-
duction after good winter roads
became widespread in the 1950s.

At Spy Hill, citizens have mount-
ed one of Lorch’s snow planes atop
a stand. Like a certain Moose Jaw
ship, it speaks of a past that is all but
unimaginable, even if, unlike that
ship, its message has nothing to do
with despair and madness but rather
is a symbol of progress and opti-
mism. As it happens, Karl Lorch had
already begun to build his snow
planes in 1931, when Tormn Sukenan
set to work on his boat. [magine if
the Finn had got hold of a Lorch and
pointed it northeast, through the
boreal forest, out onto the tundra
and over the ice. It would have been a wild
ride, and no doubt a fatal one, but it’s hard
to imagine that the ending could have been
any more tragic. wi
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by Peter Corley-Smith

“As gradual and graceful as the rise
of an unstartled pheasant.”

- Vancouver Province, March 26, 1910

he first manned “flight recorded in

British Columbia was an ascension

in an unpowered hot-air balloon by
Professor LeClaire. On June 9, 1880,
LeClaire rose from the Skinner Street
show grounds in Nanaimo and landed in
the harbour less than two kilometers
away. Nearly 30 years passed before the
first controlled flight occurred when, on
October 14, 1909, Harry Ginter flew a
Strobel dirigible at the Provincial
Exhibition grounds in Queen’s Park,
New Westminster.

The dirigible was a powered and con-
trollable sausage-shaped balloon filled
with hydrogen. Tts gas bag was covered
by a net. Cords from this net supported
a triangular frame of spruce. This frame,
typically 11 m (36 ft) long and 76 cm
(30 in) high was hung apex up about
1.5 m (five ft) below the bag. A five-
horsepower motorcycle engine was
mounted on the frame about a third of
the way from the front and connected to
a front propeller by a long hollow steel
shaft.

The rudder, mounted aft, was built of
bamboo fish poles covered with
unbleached muslin and operated by a -
long, endless line of sash cord. When
ready, the pilot sat astride the three cen-
timeter (inch-and-a-quarter) spruce pole
of the frame, his feet on two similar
poles. The bag was filled with just
enough hydrogen for buoyancy. The
pilot started the engine and, when it was
running smoothly, slid back along the
frame, told the handlers to let go and the
propeller would pull the dirigible up
until it was high enough for the pilot to

Harry Ginter flying his Strobel dirigible over Queen’s Park,
New Westminster, October 14, 1909,

slide forward again, level off and use the
rudder to steer. To land, he reversed the
process until low enough, shut off the
engine, and reached up to pull a rope
attached to a valve to vent gas and settle
to the ground.

These exhibitions provoked a good
deal of local interest, but it was the
advent of the aeroplane that brought a
genuine hope of fulfilling the enduring
dream of flying like a bird. And
although on December 17, 1903, the
Wright brothers made what is generally
conceded to be the first controlled, pow-
ered flight of a heavier-than-air
machine, it took more time for the news
to spread before people realized that this
was the real thing. But when they did,
they were genuinely excited and seized
by the desire to see this magic for them-
selves.

In British Columbia, they had to wait
until an early spring day in 1910. On
March 25, an American pilot, Charles
K. Hamilton, demonstrated in a small
Curtiss pusher biplane — state of the art
for the times — that the dream really had
come true. Hamilton had learned to fly
at the Glenn Curtiss flying school in
Hammondsport, New York, leased a
machine from Curtiss and joined the
exhibition circuit,

In his Canadian debut, he took off
from a race track: the Minoru Park track
in Richmond. Finding a surface smooth

Preparing for the first flight in BC, March 25, 1910.

Charles Hamilton over Minoru Park,
on his March 26, 1910 flight.

enough for the unsprung, bicycle-wheel
undercarriages of those days was not
easy, and a race track usually provided
an acceptable surface — besides which, it
invariably had a grandstand from which
spectators could marvel in comfort and,
no doubt, secretly hope for something as
dramatic as a crash.

By this time, many in the United
States had grown tired of just watching
aircraft fly. Charlie responded with what
was then daredevil stuff. People were
convinced that if the engine stopped, the
machine would crash; the idea of glid-
ing was still only vaguely comprehend-
ed. One of Hamilton’s first and very
successful stunts was to climb to some
460 m (1,500 ft) above the exhibition
ground and cut his engine. Then he
would dive steeply, pull out — as the
newspapers invariably claimed — at the
last possible moment and then land.
Spectators, convinced that he was diving
to destruction, displayed gratifying reac-
tions. Strong men shouted in dismay
and, all over the grounds, if the newspa-
pers are to be believed, young women
fainted. On some occasions, pilots emu-
lating Hamilton did fail to pull out, but
there were ample incentives to take risks
because exhibitions were very rewarding
financially. A pilot could earn as much

ROYAL BRITISH COLUMBIA MUSEUM _

as $10,000 for two or three flights of 10
or 15 minutes duration — a great deal of
money in 1910 dollars,
Hamilton gave two demonstrations
on the first day, the first ending in slight
‘damage to his undercarriage which was
repaired in two hours, after which,
according to the Vancouver Daily News-
Advertiser, .. the aviator justified his
reputation for courage of the kind seen
only in men who play with the clouds.
Vaulting into his seat, Hamilton gave the
front planes the slant which could catch
the air, and then like a giant sea gull the
machine rose to the accompaniment of
deafening cheers.”
" On the day after this account was
 published, Hamilton made a much more
significant flight. He took off and fol-
~ lowed the north shore of the Fraser River

| km (10 mi) away,

n ce track after 30 rinutes in the air — a
~ considerable accomplishment for those

| days. Later, he took on a racehorse, a
| local favourite called Prince Brutus in a

1.6-kilometer (one-mile) race.
Unfortunately, he spotted the horse too
much of a handicap, allowing it and its
rider, Curley Lewis, a start of five-
eighths of the course. Hamilton lost,

Lo S N S )

much one suspects, to the delight of the

Charles Hamilton, centre, flanked by his mechanic and his manager.

~ until he reached New Westminster, 16
km ( irning safely to the

- Agpart from the financial rewards, they
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reactionaries in the audience.
In any event, the exhibition was a

resounding success. To transport the
several thousand spectators who attend-
ed from Vancouver, the BC Electric
Railway added to its normal schedule a
number of flat cars equipped with seats,
as well as several observation cars bor-
rowed from the Canadian Pacific
Railway. It was front page news in all
the Vancouver newspapers and the prose
verged on the purple: “Like a huge bird
with outstretched wings, rushing to the
defence of her brood, the biplane came
sweeping down the track upon its tiny
wheels and in front of the grandstand
the aviator caused it to rise. When the
amber-colored machine stands upon the
oround with its power shut off, it looks
benign in a cumbersome sort of way, but

s soon as it leaves the earth it seems to e
| have entered its natural element. Its
| ascent, as controlled by Mr. Hamilton, is

as gradual and graceful as the rise of an
unstartled pheasant and its every move
is marked by flashing swiftness and by
beautiful design.”

For the pilots who survived those
early years, it was a heady experience.

“enjoyed the sort of adulation now only

bestowed on pop music stars. Screaming

young women tried to break down
fences to get at them; and, if they suc-
ceeded, to tear off parts of their clothing
— even hanks of hair — for souvenirs.
There were numerous, sometimes snide

comments in the press that pilots never
lacked for young and attractive female
companions in the evenings.

Sadly, these conditions no longer pre-
vailed when I became a pilot. M

About Peter
Corely-Smith

Peter Corely-Smith: helicopter pilot
in 1955 and today.

eter Corely-Smith, a man who stud-
Pies the past, has an interesting histo-
ry of his own. He has had careers as as
Special Operations Executive (para-
chuting equipment and agents to the
resistance movement in Europe during

WWII), a miner and surveyor along the Tl

Gold Coast, a commercial helicopter
pilot and an English instructor at BCIT.
For 12 years, he was history curator at

| the then-BC Provincial Museum andis

currently an RBCM research associate.

Corely-Smith has also written eight
books — five of them on aviation histo-
ry, including Barnstorming to Bush
Flying: British Columbia s Aviation
Pioneers, 1910-1930; Bush Flying to
Blind Flying: British Columbias
Aviation Pioneers, 1930-1940 and
Helicopters in the High Country (co-
authored with D. Parker) to be reprint-
ed this winter.




. THE NEW [SLANDER

By David Lassner

For nature’s plan was ne'er intended -
1hat man through space should be sus-
pended
And naught but fool, a bird would
ke .
Or nature’s secrets try to take.
" — William Wallace Gibson

N DD WORDS for a man who,
O ironically, would go on to become
one of British Columbia’s aviation
pioneers. But William Wallace Gibson did
in fact “a bird make” when he flew the first
Canadian designed and built aircraft over a
field that is now part of Lansdowne Junior

- Secondary School east of downtown Victo-
ria.

The flight was the culmination of a
dream years in the making, ‘

Gibson started his aviation career in a
modest way at the tender age of eight. -
When he wasn doing chores around his
family’s Saskatchewan farm he was build-
ing and flying kites. As he grew older his
designs became more sophisticated and he
graduated from kites to model gliders, all
the time modifying and improving his
designs to make his aircraft more stable.

While Gibson continued to experiment
with flying, less lofty goals also occupied
much of his time. By 1905, he had estab-
lished himself as a successful businessman
with three hardware stores, been married
and started a family. About this time,
much of Saskatchewan was caught in the
throes of railroad fever and Gibson, think-
ing he could cash in on the windfall,
signed a contract to lay 40 miles of track
for the Grand Trunk Railway. But when he
failed to meet his deadlines and ran into -
construction overruns, he was forced to sell
his stores to cover the deficit.

While the experience took a heavy toll
on his finances, it also helped reignite his
interest in flying. Not long after, he and
his family were on their way to Victoria.

While trying to establish himself on the
West Coast, Gibson met Locky Grant, a
down-on-his-luck miner who wanted to
sell his gold claim at Elk River. Gibson
decided gold speculation might be the
answer to his financial prayers. After a hair-
raising 17-day boat trip to inspect the

~ claim, Gibson offered Grant $500. The
pair worked the claim all summer and
mined enough gold for Gibson to persuade
a Victoria mining syndicate to buy it.

Gibson’s passion for aviation was
unflagging and continued to exert its own
particular kind of pressure and now, armed
with his $10,000 windfall from selling the

Mlight

was here

gold claim, he turned his full attention to
the business of flying.

With no formal training in engineering

or drafting, Gibson's creativity took flight
and it wasn’t long before he was testing
large-scale models off the crest of Beacon’
Hill Park. -

Few others at the time shared Gibson’s

- dream and derision greeted him at almost

every turn. According to some historical
accounts, acquaintances would walk up to
him on the street and flap their arms like
wings. His friends were openly skeptical.
When Gibson took his design for an
engine to the Hutchinson Brothers, a Vic-
toria machine shop, they also scoffed,
claiming the engine would never work.
But persistence and an unwavering com-

- mitment finally won the Hutchinsons over

and Gibson persuaded them to build it.

An innovative design of his own mak-
ing, Gibson’s 50 horse power engine called
for a six-cylinder, two-stroke, air-cooled
engine — unheard of at the time. It drove
two propellers, one at cither end of the
engine block, with opposite pitches so they
both propelled the plane.

Once the engine was completed, Gib-
son attached it to the airframe which he

manufactured himself. He patterned his
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He had no
training in
engineering, but
William Wallace
Gibson used the
money he made
off a gold claim to
build the plane
at left to his own
design, powered

airship after a bird in flight — a design

that would later become known as the

“gull wing.” Its two wings, one in front of -
the pilot and the other behind, sloped

down about three feet from where they

attached to the frame and rose again at the -

tips. Each spanned 20 feet and tapered
from eight feet in the centre to abour four
feet. The wings were also adjustable
through a series of wires and turnbuckles.
The plane’s height was controlled by use of
a stick which operated the elevator and
two shoulder straps that controlled the
rudder.

After more than 20 years of looking up,
Gibson life-long dream to look down was
about to come true.

Gibson secretly moved the aircraft to a
field on the Dean farm near Mount
Tolmie where he'd erected a large tent.
Wanting to perfect the machine before

by an engine also
of his own design.
On Sept. 24, :
1910, he ushered
British Columbia
into the aviation

age when he lifted
off from the field
now attached to
Lansdowne
School, left, and
flew some 200 feet
before hitting an
oak tree.

IAN MCEKAIN PHOTO

public unveiling, Gibson made a number
of test flights, most in the early hours of
the morning when most people were still

. asleep. On one of Gibson’s test flights, one

of the bicycle tires he used for landing gear
buckled on touch down. It took him two
weeks to repair the damage.

On Sept. 24, 1910, with reporters and
spectators watching, William Wallace Gib-
son, sitting in a modified saddle, gently
ushered in British Columbia’s aviation age.
His flight lasted less than five minutes,
climbed to 25 feet, flew for a distance of
200 feet, and ended in a collision with an
eak free. o

A bad ending, but a good beginning to
an industry that today pumps millions of
dollars into Vancouver Island’s economy.

David Lassner is a Victoria writer who loves
flying.
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